July 14, 2025

I0SCO COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION MINUTES

BOARD-IN PERSON

Commissioners Present: Jane Hayward, Bob Leslie, Brian Loeffler, Jim McArdle, Jerry
Smith, Benjamin Brewer, Fred Strauer, Scott Wesley, Gary
Blaser

Absent: None.

Vacant: One Position.

Also Present: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director; Ann Mervin,
Whittemore Parks and Recreation Commission; Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing
Director

Meeting called to order by Gary Blaser, Commission Chairperson, at 3:00 p.m.

Approval of the Agenda

Leslie motions and McArdle seconds. All ayes; motion carried.

Approval of Minutes:

Hayward motions to approve June 9, 2025, minutes and Blaser seconds. All ayes.
Motion carried.

Public Matters and Concerns:

None

Unfinished Business:

None.
New Business:

Gary Blaser, Parks and Recreation Chairperson — Sell Back Blade and Refurbish Front
Blade of the 2005 Tractor

The back blade has not been used in about five years. Blaser would like the board’s
permission to have the Sheriff’s Department sell the blade on BidCorp. Any funds that
are received would be used to refurbish the front blade of the 2005 tractor. Hayward
motions to sell the back blade and Loeffler seconds. All ayes. Motion carried.

Ann Mervin, Whittemore Parks and Recreation Commission — Community Grant
Application




There was vandalism on park property in Whittemore. Whittemore Parks and
Recreation Commission is working on making the park more secure. Security cameras
and new fencing are needed. McArdle motions to approve Whittemore Parks and
Recreation Commission’s Community Grant application with reimbursement to be
dispensed after October 2025 and Hayward seconds.

Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Wesley, Strauer, Loeffler, McArdle, Smith,
Hayward, Brewer, Leslie, Blaser. Nays: None. Absent: None. Vacant: One Position.

Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director — Permission for Fish
and Wildlife Service to Access Iosco County Parks and Recreation Land for Controlling
Sea Lamprey Populations

The County has received a letter from the Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service requesting access to Iosco County Parks and Recreation’s property near the
AuSable River to control the sea lamprey populations. Loeffler motions to grant access
to said property on an on-going bases to control sea lamprey populations and Hayward
seconds.

Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Wesley, Strauer, Loeffler, McArdle, Smith,
Hayward, Brewer, Leslie, Blaser. Nays: None. Absent: None. Vacant: One Position.

Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director — Iosco County
Agricultural Society’s Community Grant Payment

TIosco County Agricultural Society has finished their grant project and is requesting
reimbursement for funds spent. Blaser and McArdle have inspected the project and
confirmed that the project is done. Loeffler motions to reimburse the losco County
Agricultural Society’s grant project up to $24,700.00 and Strauer seconds.

Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Wesley, Strauer, Loeffler, McArdle, Smith,
Hayward, Brewer, Leslie, Blaser. Nays: None. Absent: None. Vacant: One Position.

Committee Reports:

Bike/Hiking Trails

= The Baldwin Township grant project is almost complete.

= The scenic byway is coming next year and work to update the area’s maps is in
process. Parks and Recreation may need to purchase new trail maps to reflect
changes.

Snowmobile/ORYV Trails

=  Meeting with Andrew Kenyon, USDA Forest Service Assistant Ranger
o Blaser and Dan Piorkowski, Parks and Recreation Trail Groomer, met
with Kenyon regarding the staging area that is being updated. This area
will be closed in the summer and open in the winter so that ORVs cannot



get on the snowmobile trail system. 18-foot gates are going to be erected,
and keys will be given to the groomers and first responders. The DNR is
writing tickets to individuals riding ORVs that are over 50-inches.

Park Development

None.

Develop losco: Tourism and Recreation Committee

None.

Dam Prosperity Committee

Consumers are currently negotiating a deal with a buyer that would like to purchase all
the dams on the AuSable River system. FERC needs to vet the buyer.

Public Comments and Concerns:

Loeffler — Rainbow Drive boat launch — Resolutions are being collected. Hoadley may
get funding for the project. Would like a letter of support from the Parks and
Recreation Commission to be sent to Hoadley.

Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Wesley, Strauer, Loeffler, McArdle, Smith,
Hayward, Brewer, Leslie, Blaser. Nays: None. Absent: None. Vacant: One Position.

McArdle — Farmers’ Breakfast — Next Thursday, July 24", Free breakfast until it is
gone. Starts at 9:00 a.m.

Pavment of Bills and Per Diems:

Smith motions to pay the bills and per diems for the month of July and Leslie seconds.
All ayes. Motion carried.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.
Monday, August 11, 2025.

Respectfully:

Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing Director
Iosco County Board of Commissioners



Community Date Requested Date Completed Project Amount

Plainfield 23-Dec 23-Jul|Pavilion $25,000.00
losco Ag. Society 22-Dec 23-Sep|{Campground/Grandstand $25,000.00
Whittemore 23-Oct 23-0ct|Playground $25,000.00
Whittemore 24-Oct 24-0ct|Playground Equipment $25,000.00
Alabaster 24-Sep 24-Dec|Porta Potty Enclosure $4,744.00
losco Ag. Society 24-Sep 25-Jul{Bathroom Livestock Building $24,700.00
Plainfield 24-Dec Pickleball $25,000.00
AuSable 24-Dec 25-Jan|Bike Path $25,000.00
City of East Tawas 25-Mar Dog Park $20,000.00
City of Tawas City 25-May Music Park $25,000.00
Oscoda 25-May Benches for Beach Park $25,000.00
Baldwin Township Jun-25 Sidewalk to the Point $25,000.00




