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Parks and Recreation Minutes, January 13, 2025, at losco County Building - 3 pm

Present: Ben Brewer, Jane Hayward, Bob Leslie, Brian Loeffler Jim McArdle, Cheryl McDonell, Fred

Strauer, Gary Blaser,
Absent: Jerry Smith, Scott Wesley,

Guests: Jaime: county controller, Dan, Jon, representative from Plainfield Township,

Approval of the Agenda: Motion, support and carried.

Election of Officers: Motion: Bob motion to accept Gary and Jim to remain as Chairman and vice
chair. No other nominations. Roll call vote: Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: December 9, 2024: Motion Jim and support by Bob, motion carried.

Public Matters and Concerns:

Develop losco: Networking event on Jan 29 6-8 at Eagle Point Plaza, dinner, drinks and

networking activities.
Unfinished business: none

New Business:

e Approval of Bylaws: Discussion: Add name and organization as to item 12 E: Discussion on

Saying pledge of allegiance at beginning of meeting. Motion by Brian to accept by-laws as

written with adding organization to 12E. Jane supported. Roll call vote: Motion was adopted

Charter Twp of AuSable grant completed: Motion: Jim motion and Gary supported to pay the

Ausable grant. Roll call vote all ayes. Motion passed unanimously.

e Sports man’s club signs. Signscompleted and will meetonce frost has lifted. will talk to Road
commission to get placement to be convenient for all parties. Signs must be set back out of

road commission right of way.

Committee Reports:

Bike/Hiking Trails: Gary has 5 signs for bike paths for IET. Kiosk at different spots along trail.
Dedication will be in spring. Will be at pavilion in AuSable.
b. Snowmobile/ORV Trails:

a.



a. MetArrowhead to pick up blades. Dan has a proposal to fix drag at Sand Lake. Ikes will
be able to do tax exempt and will have to research what to do with Northern Tool. Dirt
drag is worn and pan is worn. Lift axle is bent. The total price to replace is about $2000
and $124 for Tie-rod Cylinder. Motion by Brian and supported by Jane to purchase
supplies to fix equipment. Dan can fabricate. Roll call vote with all ayes. Motion

passed.

¢. Park Development Committee:
a. The drainpipe is on private property at VanEtten Lake. If DNR needs fence they will

need to contact current property owner.
d. Develop losco: Tourism and Recreation Committee:
a. Meeting: No one attended
e. Dam Prosperity Advisory Council: no updates yet. Discussion on use of river now and in the
future. Need to have an environmentalimpact. A letter has been sent to the governor to add
dams as a green energy source. The question is if we need tosend letters now. Sendto Senator

and Representative and Governor. There is no plan as to if all or none of the dams will be
removed. Reservoirs to be used in case of forest fires. Change in the environment for wildlife.
Consumers Energy is being driven by the federal government and environmental groups. We
are a government organization and how we stand as an organization. Document as a solid
position, where we stand, factual. Local parks will severely impact local recreation. We watch
over the recreation of residents and the loss of the dams will severely affect our economy and

our residents and tourists to support our economy. Fishery, park closures in area. Adversely
affect. Position document. Gary will create a letter and will forward it to Jamie. Gary asked for

any ideas to be emailed to him.

Public Comments and Concerns:

Dan took groomerto snowmobile show onJan 4 at Plainfield Twp, Organizer wanted to thank Dan for all
his help.

Perchville: will have tables available if parks and rec would like to set up a table. Kids and grandparents
usually are at this tent. Family community center Feb 811 - 4

Payment of Bills and Per Diems: Jane made motion to pay bills, seconded by Bob, and motion carried
Adjourn: 3:56

Next Meeting February 10, 2025 at 3 p.m. losco County Building

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl McDonell



Community Date requested | Date Project Amount
completed

Plainfield 12/23 7/23 Pavilion $25000
losco Ag Society | 12/22 9/23 Campground/ grandstand $25000
Whittemore 10/23 Oct 2023 playground $25000
Whittemore Oct 2024 10/24 Playground equipment $25000
Alabaster Sep 2024 12/24 Porta potty enclosure S4744
losco Ag Society | Sep 2024 Bathroom livestock building | $25000
Plainfield Dec 24 Pickleball $25000
AuSable Dec 24 1/2025 Bike path $25000




