
Septem her 8, 2025 

IOSCO COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION MINUTES 

BOARD-IN PERSON 

Commissioners Present: 

Absent: None. 
Vacant: None. 

Jane Hayward, Bob Leslie, Brian Loeffler, Jim McArdle, 
Sue Reilly, Jerry Smith, Fred Strauer, Scott Wesley, Gary 
Blaser, Benjamin Brewer (in at 3:01) 

Also Present: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director; Kathleen 
Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing Director; Dan Piorkowske, Groomer, John McBain, 
Trailriders 

Meeting called to order by Gary Blaser, Commission Chairperson, at 3:00 p.m. 

Approval of the Agenda 

McArdle motions to approve the agenda with the correction that the board minutes 
to be approved are from August 11, 2025, and Strauer seconds. All ayes; motion 
carried. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Strauer motions to approve August 11, 2025, minutes and Brewer seconds. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

Public Matters and Concerns: 

None. 

Unfinished Business: 

None. 

New Business: 

None. 

Committee Reports: 

Bike/Hiking Trails 



• McArdle - Still working on the Plan for River Road. 
• Blaser - Baldwin Township Community Grant Request. The work is finished. 

Murphy has not received a reimbursement request yet. 
Snowmobile/ORV Trails 

• Blaser 
o Dirt grooming is done; Grading/Brushing is starting in preparation 

for the snowmobile season. 
o The back blade was sold for $990.00 and will be picked up by the 

buyer on Friday. 
o At the last meeting, the commission approved purchasing a front 

blade for the 2005 tractor. Blaser will reach out to the snowmobile 
grant sponsor to see if the snowmobile grant will cover the expense. 
Until a response is brought back, the commission will not purchase 
the blade. 

o Joel Foster, groomer, pulled the 2015 drag to start refurbishing it. 
o The Detroit Free press article on the DNR was presented to the 

commission. 

Park Development 

• McArdle - Musical Park update 

Develop Iosco: Tourism and Recreation Committee 

None. 

Dam Prosperity Committee 

None. 

Public Comments and Concerns: 

Strauer - Sherman Township - Purchasing back their park. Are they eligible for the 
Community Grant in order to purchase the land? The commission discussed. 

Reilly - Plainfield Township Community Grant- Pickleball courts are done. 

Leslie - Whittemore Community Grant - Only the fencing is left. 

Blaser - Forest Service is clearing corner and gate discussion. 

Payment of Bills and Per Diems: 

Smith motions to pay the bills and per diems for the month of September and 
Strauer seconds. All ayes. Motion carried. 



There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, October 13, 2025. 

Respectfully: 

Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing Director 
Iosco County Board of Commissioners 

Community Date Requested Date Completed Project 

Plainfield 23-Dec 23-Jul Pavilion 

Iosco Ag. Society 22-Dec 23-Sep Campground/Grandstand 

Whittemore 23-0ct 23-0ct Playground 

Whittemore 24-0ct 24-0ct Playground Equipment 

Alabaster 24-Sep 24-Dec Porta Potty Enclosure 

Iosco Ag. Society 24-Sep 25-Jul Bathroom Livestock Building 

Plainfield 24-Dec Pickleball 

AuSable 24-Dec 25-Jan Bike Path 

City of East Tawas 25-Mar Dog Park 

City of Tawas City 25-May Music Park 

Oscoda 25-May Benches for Beach Park 

Baldwin Township Jun-25 Sidewalk to the Point 

Amount 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$4,744.00 

$24,700.00 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$20,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 

$25,000.00 


