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Parks and Recreation Minutes, November 18, 2024, at County Building

Present: Jim McArdle, CherylMcDonell, Jerry Smith, Brian Loeffler, Gary Blaser, Bob Leslie, Ben Brewer,
Jane Hayward, Fred Strauer

Absent: Scott Wesley

Guests: Jaime: county controller, Dan, Whittemore representative, Joel and Ken

Approval of the Agenda: Motion, support and carried.

Approval of Minutes: October 14, 2024: Motion, support and carried.

Public Matters and Concerns:

January 4: Hale Antique Snowmobile show at resource center by new pavilion

Tyler Sabuda in Oscoda suggested a guard rail or gate by Van Etten so no one can drive over and go
down 150 yards by trailer park/road. By tube at top of bank. Concern for liability. Check with Matt with
Road Commission. Whose jurisdiction? The PFAS wells are in that area, drain commission is putting
signs up stating the water has pfas. Gary will check into. Property was surveyed when county

purchased the property.
Committee Reports:

a. Bike/Hiking Trails:
a. Alabaster has not been paid for bathroom on trail.

b. Snowmobile/ORV Trails:
a. Finished up brushingin the last two weeks on trails 6, 96, and 647 and now we are going

to do some back blading and signing to get the trail ready for snow
b. Dandelivered the metal to the grooming barn in Oscoda to have Joel weld and update
the drag.
Forest service gate vandalized at Liberty in South Branch Forest service gates that were
installed to restrict vehicles over 50 inches from going on the snow/ORV trail system
have been vandalized by cutting locks off and removal of pins. Not sure what the Feds
will do next.
d. All stagingareas in the federalforesthave a new map posted on where you can go with
Ovs/ snowmobiles it is 50 inches or less in width for ORV riding on marked
snowmobiles/ORV trials. Any othertrail in the forest service property is unlimited width.,



Our new county maps that we made are all in syncwith the new maps the forest service
has made. Only staging areas, not in woods.
¢. Park Development Committee:
a. Fencing at Van Ettan Creek
d. Develop losco: Tourism and Recreation Committee:
a. Meeting: No one attended
e. Dam Prosperity Advisory Council: meeting Oct 24: finalized priorities to be sent to Consumers.
Should know by 1% quarter 2025 if they will sell, still have a handful of potential buyers.
Consumersis at the will of the MPSC. They set the rates and fund the projects. No information
on when final decision will be made. We trust Consumers and how they maintain the dams. 3
options, 1. Decommission, Sell or relicense. Ifrelicense fees are passed down to the consumer.
Fed regulations to dictate how much water goes through dam, therefore not able to create
enough electricity to pay for the updates. Jane suggests we write a letter to MPSC. Reconsider

the environment and economic impacts of our area. Jamie will look for letter from Develop
losco. Brian motioned that this is on agenda for next meeting.

f. Unfinished Business:

a. Little Red Truck: sold $700
b. Whittemore grant proposal: Motion: Brian and supported by Fred to approve the
paymentforthe Playground full $25000. Motion passed with Leslie abstaining from vote.

New Business: Meeting date will remain on the 9th

Public Comments and Concerns:

Paymentonrepairs onthe green truck. Was only an estimate fromJanis Tire. Agree to have completed

by Janis.

Payment of Bills and Per Diems: Motion Ben made motion to pay bills, seconded by Jane, and

approved—all ayes.

Adjourn: 3:55

Next Meeting December 9, 2024 at 3 p.m. losco County Building
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl McDonell

Community Date requested | Date Project Amount
completed

Plainfield 12/23 7/23 Pavilion $25000

losco Ag Society | 12/22 9/23 Campground/ grandstand $25000

Whittemore 10/23 Oct 2023 playground $25000

Whittemore Oct 2024 10/24 Playground equipment $25000

Alabaster Sep 2024 Porta potty enclosure

losco Ag Society | Sep 2024 Bathroom livestock building







