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Parks and Recreation Minutes, Feb 12, 2024, at County Building

Present: Gary Blaser, Jim McArdle, Bob Leslie, Cheryl McDonell, Ben Brewer, Jerry Smith, Jane Hayward,

Brian Loeffler, Fred Strauer

Absent: Scott Wesley
Guests: -Groomers, AuSable Trail Riders Rep. Jenn Brown and Sean Ahearne from TWW Wellness

program
Approval of the Agenda: Motion, support and carried.
Approval of Minutes: Jan 8, 2024: Motion, support and carried.

Election of officers- Motion by Bob and supported by Jane to stay the same- Gary as Chairman and Jim
as vice-chair. Motion carried.

Public Matters and Concerns:

Tawas Wellness Warriors introduced their request.

Committee Reports:

a. Bike/Hiking Trails:
a. Patrol officer has been issuing warnings and tickets to motorized vehicles on the bike

paths near Old Orchard Park. Golf carts and side by sides.
b. May 11'": Ribbon cutting and grand opening of Iron Belle Trail. Sponsorship schedule is
out to help cover the cost of the ceremony. Near Oscoda schools, more to follow
c. Baldwin township: will complete cooperative agreement later in the future.
b. Snowmobile/ORV Trails:
a. Review Snow damage: First storm- cleaned 5 to 6 miles. Gary sent email to contacts.
2 storm: still no response from DNR. 7-8 days to complete. Lots of volunteers.
Oscoda excavating, Wilson excavating, Tree Toppers, etc. Close to $20000 in cost. Trails
are cleared but trees still coming down. Alcona is close to $30k damage. Ogemaw was
clear. Grapple made a lot of difference in removing trees.
b. Groomer workshop: Feb 28 — Mar 1 Motion: Jim motion and Ben supported to send
Gary and one groomer to workshop. Motion carried.
c. Pole saw purchase. Motion: Ben motion and Bob supported to send Gary and one
groomer to workshop. Motion carried.
¢. Park Development Committee:



a. Culvert: Will need an erosion permit for culvert replacement. Gary will write up a
request with address and description of location.

d. Unfinished Business:
a. Trail Map: Ready for distribution
b. 5-year Parks and Rec Plan approved

New Business:

e Grant application for Tawas Team Wellness: non-profit in Tawas area programming for fitness
and wellness $100 a year and 135 members. Yoga and boot camp free. Guidelines that we can
only give to governmental agencies and the county fair and county Museum. Cannot give to
non-profit. Possibilities through their other partnerships. We usually support material
purchases. We will find guidelines to include with application.

¢ Touch a Truck: Motion: Jim motion and Ben supported to send groomer to event on June 15t

from 9-5 in Oscoda. Motion carried.

¢ Dam Prosperity Advisory Council: County Board to have representatives to support the
community in the process. Motion: motion by Gary and Ben supported to send Jim to be our
representative, with Fred as backup on the Dam Prosperity Advisory Council. Motion carried.

Public Comments and Concerns:

Payment of Bills and Per Diems: Motion made by bills, seconded by Jane and approved—all ayes.

Adjourn: 4:30
Next Meeting March 11, 2024 at 3 p.m. losco County Building
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl McDonell



