
P.O. Box 778 
Tawas City, Michigan 48764-0778 

989-362-4212 

Parks and Recreation Minutes, June 9, 2025, at Iosco County Building - 3 pm 

Present: Jane Hayward, Bob Leslie, Brian Loeffler, Jim McArdle, Cheryl McDonell, Jerry Smith, Scott 

Wesley, Gary Blaser 

Absent: Ben Brewer, Fred Strauer, 

Guests: Dan, Ken, Joel, Christopher Martin 

Approval of the Agenda: Motion, support and carried. 

Approval of Minutes: May 12, 2025 Motion, support and carried . 

Public Matters and Concerns: 

Plainfield Township Touch a Truck event: June 1410- 1 

Unfinished business: 

New Business: 

• Christopher Martin- Balwin Township Supervisor - Grant application : trail and bench for June 

Scott. 10ft section along road. Motion to support project $25000. Jane motion with support by 

Jerry for spur completion. Motion carried roll call vote all ayes. 

• Gary Balser, Chairperson- Wage adjustment discussion : Motion by Jane and support by Bob for 

increasing wages to $12.48 per hour for groomers. In 2027 will go up for CPI per packet from 

LEO. Motion carried roll call vote all ayes. 

Committee Reports: 

a. Bike/Hiking Trails- Event: ribbon cutting ceremony was a great success . MOOT is putting a 
committee together for by-way, Jim will sit on committee. 

b. Snowmobile/ORV Trails: 
a. Legislative Luncheon in Gaylord re snow and ORV Funding : no money coming from ORV 

for dirt grooming. Schedule Crate for tractor- 26 hours . State gives back - 20640 for 
grading and trail maintenance . $90 per mile for total cost for 46 miles. Schedule crate 
$14000. For machine work . 2025 is $2530 and schedule crate . Hours tractor is used­
standard crate . The state does not reimburse for hourly rate . Groomers are not 
employees they are sub-contractors. Wages were not intended to be from millage 



money. Verify if maintenance and equipment can come from millage . Gary has been 
asked to testify in Lansing. Ice storm in Gaylord, complaints about not completing clean 
up. Carl gave stats on how many tractors are in state. Gary requested a meeting to 
discuss what is owned by who? Maps don't match DNR Paige Perry and Andrew's map. 

c. Park Development Committee: 
a. Jerry Smith : Lumberman's Monument staff cuts : Forest Service budget is cut. Asking for 

help at Lumberman's Monument. Open only 5days a week and no school programs. Call 
Lauren 715-961-0267 if you would like to volunteer. 

d. Develop Iosco: Tourism and Recreation Committee: no update 
e. Dam Prosperity Advisory Council: no update 

Public Comments and Concerns: 

Christopher-With contractors may want to consider definitions and proposals for independent 

contractors . Also re bidding every few years and look at credentials. 

Brian : looking into access to Tawas Lake . Looking into DNR trust fund . DNR neglected launch. 
Looking at making handicap accessible . 

Payment of Bills and Per Di ems: Jane moved to pay bills, seconded by Bob, and motion carried Roll call 

vote : All ayes 

Adjourn: 4:10 pm 

Next Meeting July 14, 2025 at 3 p.m. Iosco County Building 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl McDonell 

Community Date requested Date Project 
completed 

Plainfield 12/23 7/23 Pavilion 
Iosco Ag Society 12/22 9/23 Campground/ grandstand 
Whittemore 10/23 Oct 2023 playground 
Whittemore Oct 2024 10/24 Playground equipment 
Alabaster Sep 2024 12/24 Porta potty enclosure 
Iosco Ag Society Sep 2024 Bathroom livestock building 

Plainfield Dec24 Pickle ball 
AuSable Dec24 1/2025 Bike path 

City of East Tawas Mar25 Dog Park 
Tawas City May25 Music park 

Oscoda May25 Benches for Beach Park 
Baldwin June 9 Bike path spur 

Amount 

$25000 
$25000 
$25000 
$25000 
$4744 
$25000 
$25000 
$25000 
$20000 
$25000 
$25000 
$25000 


