
August 10, 2026

IOSCO COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION MINUTES

Board-In Person

Commissioners Present: Bob Leslie, Jim McArdle, Brian Loeffler,
Jerry Smith, Jane Hayward, Jennifer
Riggs, Benjamin Brewer, Fred Strauer,
Sue Reilly, and Gary Blaser.

Absent: None.

Vacant: None.

Also Present: Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing Director;
Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director;
Dan Piorkowski, Groomer; Michael Hoppe, Groomer; Ken Foster,
Oscoda Resident; Joel Foster, Groomer

The regular meeting was called to order by Board
Secretary/Housing Director, Kathleen Murphy, at 3:00 p.m.

Approval of the Agenda

Brewer motions to approve the agenda and Hayward seconds. All
ayes; motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: July 13, 2026

Hayward motions to approve July 13, 2026, minutes and Leslie
seconds. All ayes. Motion carried.

Public Matters and Concerns:

None.

Unfinished Business:

None.
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New Business:

Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housinq Director - FY 2026
ORV Grant Amendment

The Iosco County Parks and Recreation Commission was awarded
$14,000.00 for MDOT Schedule C usage. The DNR used $4,000.00 of
the funds to fix an error that was made on their end during the last
grant. $18,696.21 has been utilized so far with a monthly average of
$3,739.24. Murphy recommends that the Iosco County Parks and
Recreation Commission request an additional $16,174.69 to make up
the current deficit and cover the last two months of the grant. Brewer
motions to request a grant amendment of $16,174.69 be sent to the
DNR for approval and Strauer seconds.

Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Leslie, McArdle, Smith,
Hayward, Riggs, Loeffler, Reilly, Brewer, Strauer, and Blaser. Nays:
None. Absent: None. Abstain: None.

Committee Reports:

Bike/Hikinq Trails

McArdle - Oscoda Township has not heard back regarding the grants
that they applied for.

Snowmobile/ORV Trails

Murphy - FY 2026 Snowmobile grant amendment of $7,750.00 to
purchase tires was approved by the Board of Commissioners. Tires
have been ordered.

Blaser - Job description for groomers.

Park Development

Strauer - Van Etten Dam shared driveway was oiled for $100.00.
Strauer will request $50.00 to be paid by the Iosco County Parks and
Recreation Commission. Will schedule the driveway to be oiled next
year.

Blaser - Discussion on signage at the Van Etten Dam park and on
whether or not the park should be maintained or sold.
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Dam Prosperity Committee

None.

Public Comments and Concerns:

McArdle - Picked up sponsorship signs and took them to the
fairgrounds on Friday. They had them up that day.

Blaser - Forest mulcher request to the Forest Service to fix trails. Will
come up with a plan.

Payment of Bills and Per Diems:

Hayward motions to pay the bills and per diems for the month of
August and Blaser seconds. All ayes; motion carried.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:37 p.m.
until 3:00 p.m. Monday, September 14, 2026. Motioned by Blaser and
seconded by Strauer. All ayes; motion carried.

Kathleen Murphy, Board Secretary/Housing Director
Iosco County Board of Commissioners

Respectfully:



Community
Date
Requested

Date
Completed Project Amount

Iosco Ag.
Society Dec-22 Sep-23 Campground/Grandstand $25,000.00
Whittemore Oct-23 Oct-23 Playground $25,000.00
Plainfield Dec-23 Jul-23 Pavilion $25,000.00
Alabaster Sep-24 Dec-24 Porta Potty Enclosure $4,744.00
Iosco Ag.
Society Sep-24 Jul-25

Bathroom Livestock
Building $24,700.00

Whittemore Oct-24 Oct-24 Playground Equipment $25,000.00
Plainfield Dec-24 Nov-25 Pickleball Courts $25,000.00
AuSable Dec-24 Jan-25 Bike Path $25,000.00
City of East
Tawas Mar-25 Jan-26 Dog Park $15,867.72
City of
Tawas City May-25 Jul-26 Music Park $25,000.00
Oscoda May-25 Benches for Beach Park $25,000.00
Baldwin Jun-25 Oct-25 Sidewalk to the Point $25,000.00
Whittemore Jul-25 Nov-25 Park Cameras and Fencing $25,000.00

Iosco County
Historical
Society Apr-26 Jul-26

Replace HVAC/Furnace
Systems $25,000.00

Iosco Ag.
Society May-26 Jul-26

Replace Sound System and
Visual Time Clock $17,291.50

AuSable May-26 Purchase Tractor $25,000.00
Plainfield Jun-26 Park Improvements $23,510.00
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