October 19, 2022

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES

BOARD-IN PERSON WITH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AVAILABLE THROUGH
ZOOM

Commissioners Present in person: Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Miner, and O’Farrell.

Absent; None.
Vacant: None.

Also Present: Nancy J. Huebel, County Clerk/Assistant County Administrator; Jamie
Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Financial Director; Jason Ogden, Press; Mike Eller,
Director of Emergency Services; Scott Frank, losco County Sherif: Cathy Anderson, Iosco
County Treasurer; Raymond Bruning, II, EMS Operations Manager; Mike Miszak, Deputy
Court Administrator/FOC Supervisor; Peggy Lewis, Plainsfield Township resident

Meeting called to order after a five-minute recess following the full Board meeting.

New Business:

Ravmond Bruning, 11, EMS Operations Manager — Clinical Agreement between
Ogemaw County EMS Education and Iosco County

Ogemaw County currently has an EMT class with 18-20 students. Ogemaw County
EMS would like to send some of their students to ride along with the Iosco County
EMS. Some of these students would like to work with our EMS in the future. Bruning
would like to have a similar agreement with Ogemaw County EMS when our EMT class
starts. The attorney has reviewed this agreement and has made some changes. Dutcher
motions to move this to the full board for consideration and Finley seconds. All ayes.

Motion carried.

Mike Miszak, Deputy Court Administrator/FOC Supervisor — Purchase 28 Jury Chairs
from Quill for the Courtrooms

This is the first and only request from the courts to use American Rescue Plan Funds.
Judge Riffel has received many complaints from juries regarding the chairs. The arms
are falling off of some and the padding is no longer comfortable. 14 chairs will go to the
District Court room and the other 14 chairs will go to the Circuit Court room. The
Quill Brand Lockland Bonded Leather Managers Chairs are easier to clean and
disinfect. The total price for 28 chairs is $6,159.72 to be charged to the American
Rescue Plan Funds. Cathy Anderson, Iosco County Treasurer, will also get a quote
from her Quill representative to see if there is a lower price. Finley moves to take this to
the full board and Dutcher seconds. All ayes. Motion carried.

Scott Frank, losco County Sheriff — Purchase 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe




Frank cannot find a find a Dodge or Ford vehicle that will serve the purpose that the
jail needs. He did find a Chevrolet Tahoe that will fit as the jail transport. The total for
the purchase of the vehicle and necessary equipment is $42,606.97. $30,601.97 will be
charged to Sheriff Commissary budget line item #595-595-770.00 and the other
$12,005.00 will come from the proceeds from the vehicle sales. The Sheriff’s
Department has saved their funds from their commissary proceeds for several years.
Dutcher motions to take the purchase of the 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe to the full board for

consideration and Finley seconds. All ayes. Motion carried.

Scott Frank, losco County Sheriff — Secondary Road Patrol Funding and Positions

Governor Whitmer has signed several laws to help fund the Secondary Road Patrol;
one law will lower the number of officers needed on the road for Iosco County. This will
ensure that Iosco County can continue to receive grant funding. Another law that will
help fund the program is that funding will now come from the Alcohol Tax. This will
lead to more funding. Due to this change, the Sheriff’s Department can hire a full-time
Secondary Road Patrol Officer instead of a part-time officer. The benefits and wages
will be entirely covered by the grant. Dutcher moves to take hiring a full-time
Secondary Road Patrol Officer to the full board and Finley seconds. All ayes. Motion

carried.

Ron Whitney, Veterans Service Officer — Submit an Offer on a Building and Solicit
Bids for a Mortgage

The Veterans Board cannot purchase and own buildings. The Board of Commissioners
would have to purchase the property and any debt would be in the county’s name.
Governments are limited by statute as to the purpose and mechanisms allowed for
issuing debt. The county attorney recommended hiring a debt consultant to assist if
debt is needed to make a purchase. Carruthers-Soboleski would like to have the debt
paid for by the Veterans Millage and not to exceed the eight years that the millage is in
effect. Currently the office that Whitney uses is not conducive to serving the county’s
veteran population. The office is too small, floods, and the veterans are having difficulty
getting into see Whitney. If a building is leased, it cannot be changed to suit Whitney’s
needs. The veterans fund has $100,000 that they can use for a down payment on a
building. Carruthers-Soboleski will come back next meeting with the answer on if the
Michigan State Police can deed their closed building in the area to Iosco County.

Old Business:

None.

County Controller’s Report: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance
Director

Hydro-Dams

Several municipalities” leaders and Carruthers-Soboleski met with Representative Sue
Allor regarding the Consumers Energy Dam issue. Representative Allor will look into



the issue and will report back. Carruthers-Soboleski met with Jack Bergman, an
individual running for U.S. House of Representatives for our district to discuss some

concerns for the area.

Broadband

Chris Scharrer, DCS Technology consultant, is working with Charter to get GIS
mapping. If losco County puts funds in to help with the broadband effort, then the

county’s score for the grant will be higher.

Recycling

Carruthers-Soboleski attended a recycling meeting in Gaylord with NEMCOG. A
survey is being put together to give to the residents. The best option to getting a
recycling program implemented in Iosco County is to enact Public Act 138. This is a
special assessment that does not need the public to vote. It will be $25 per household,
with the option of lowering the cost in the future. Municipalities will have to vote
whether or not they would like their municipality to be in the program or not. If they do
not wish to have recycling in their area, then the county will not place the $25 per
household tax on the municipality’s residents. However, this means that residents that
are not in the recycling program will not be able to use recycling drop sites. Iosco
County will need to have three to four drop sites and some municipalities have offered
to oversee them. EGLE will start a grant in 2023 to help fund drop sites. EGLE has
informed Carruthers-Soboleski that Iosco County will score high on this grant
opportunity. Carruthers-Soboleski will work with a consultant to make a plan.

Any Other Matters:

Huebel — Received the new title of cousin. Nancy Huebel has received the new title of
grandma with the birth of her granddaughter.

Public Comments:

Ron Whitney, Veterans Service Officer — Received a phone call that an Iesco County
Resident was chosen for an Honor Flight out of Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Claims and Accounts: Bills reviewed and approved by O’Farrell, Huebel, and Dutcher
in the amount of $232,188.96.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully: Kathleen M. Murphy, Board Secretary

NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR November 2, 2022



