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June 18, 2025 
 
 
HOUSING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This being a regular meeting, the meeting was called to order at 1:37 p.m. by Iosco 
County Housing Commission Chairperson, Tyler Leslie.  
 
Commissioners Present:  Johnson, Leslie, Hardy, and Finley. 
Absent: Russo. 
Vacant: One position. 
 
Also Present: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director; Kathleen 
Murphy, Housing Director/Board Secretary; Steve Mason, Baldwin Township resident 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL/PLEDGE OF ALLIGANCE 
 
HOUSING COMMISSION MINUTES   May 21, 2025 
 
Hardy motions to approve the Housing Commission minutes from May 21, 2025, 
and Leslie seconds.  
 
Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Leslie, Johnson, and Hardy. Nays: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Russo. Vacant: One Position. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – Additions, Corrections, & Approval 
 
Hardy motions to approve the agenda and Leslie seconds.  
 
Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Leslie, Johnson, and Hardy. Nays: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Russo. Vacant: One Position. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approve Smith’s CHILL Grant Application Pending Environmental Review 
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All CHILL grant applicants are eligible up to $40,000.00. Carruthers-Soboleski and 
Matt Snider, Facilities Manager, spent significant time reviewing the lead policies 
sent out by MSHDA. Projects over $25,000.00 and require the property to have a 
full lead evaluation. If any lead is found, even if it has nothing to do with the project 
being performed, the home will have to go through a lead abatement process. Julie 
Pratt, Environmental Specialist, has informed Carruthers-Soboleski that most of 
the counties that she is working with have limited applicants to a maximum of 
$25,000.00.  
 
Smith would like windows, siding, crawlspace insulation, water barrier, and sump 
pump. As this house was constructed in 1932, the windows and siding may have a 
lead issue. Smith is most concerned with the basement. Johnson motions to approve 
Smith’s CHILL grant application up to $25,000.00 pending the environmental 
review and Hardy seconds. 
 
Carried on the following roll call: Ayes: Leslie, Johnson, and Hardy. Nays: None. 
Abstain: None. Absent: Russo. Vacant: One Position. 
 
Tenbusch Discussion 
 
Tenbusch was approved for the CHILL grant. ECS began the environmental review 
and required an estimate. Snider went to the property and discovered that it is not 
permanently affixed to the foundation. As such, it does not meet CDBG CHILL 
grant requirements. Kathleen Murphy, Housing Director/Board Secretary, reached 
out to USDA Rural Development regarding one of their grants. However, they have 
the same requirements that MSHDA has regarding the foundation. The CHILL 
grant cannot be used to build a foundation and Iosco County cannot use 
defederalized grant funds to help Tenbusch.  
 
Fockler Discussion 
 
The Fockler’s were approved for a roof and windows through the MI-HOPE grant. 
Can Do has finished the roof. When East Town was going to start the window 
project, Mrs. Fockler told him not to come because she was closing on her house and 
to wait until the closing was finished. The contract defines Mrs. Fockler as the 
homeowner. We halted the project until we reached MSHDA. MSHDA said that the 
project could not be finished, and they may not pay for the custom windows that 
East Town has already purchased. Fockler has sold the home and cut the new 
owners a check for the amount of the window project. The new homeowners are 
going to buy the windows and have East Town install them. 
 
COMMENTS OF HOUSING COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 
None. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
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 MSHDA emails regarding the MI-HOPE Checklist 

o Heard nothing back 
o MSHDA is now requiring the following documents: 

 Social Security Cards 
 Mortgage Statements 
 ID Cards for all members of the household over 18 

o MSHDA has informed Iosco County at their last meeting that the pay 
roll vouchers need to match the admin report. 

o This needs to be a full-time position. However, if the grants go away, 
the position goes away. 

 Michigan State Land Bank Authority 
o Joseph Rivet is going to speak at the Iosco County Board of 

Commissioners meeting on July 2, 2025. 
o NEMCOG is facilitating the meetings between the counties interested 

in a Regional Land Bank and the Michigan State Land Bank. 
o Iosco County is missing out on funding by not having a Land Bank 

Authority. 
 NEMHA – This is still being worked on. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The business for the day having been addressed, meeting adjourned at 2:29 p.m. 
until 1:30 p.m. on July 23, 2025. Motioned by Leslie and seconded by Hardy. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully:   
 
 
 
Kathleen Murphy 
Housing Director/Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


