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Chapter 1 Community Description 

A Recreation Plan for all of Iosco County 

Iosco County has developed a recreation plan to serve as a guideline to improve recreation 

facilities and develop new recreational opportunities. To that end, this document forms the basis 

to guide policy for implementation of improvements and new initiatives that will meet the 

recreational goals and interests of the Iosco County community. The development of this plan 

was guided by the Iosco County Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Before any recreation plan is adopted and enacted, it is first important to understand what the 

needs of the residents are, what recreational opportunities already exist, and what sort of 

projects and programs are relevant for residents based on age, ability, population, density, and 

the availability of recreational opportunities in neighboring communities. This plan has carefully 

considered input and suggestions via active communication from area residents, officials, and 

other community stakeholders. This input is a critical component to this plan and, together, the 

voices of the Iosco County Community have united to develop a recreation plan to enhance the 

quality of life for everyone. 

The foundation for the development of the Iosco County Recreation Plan was based on the 

following goals: 

• Build common ground among Iosco County area stakeholders in addressing the future 

recreational needs and priorities of the community, 

• Enable the County to be eligible for financial assistance based upon the Recreation Plan, 

• Facilitate inter-agency collaboration in establishing recreation goals, objectives, and actions, 

and 

• Create consistency with and expansion upon goals and objectives set forth in existing 

planning documents that deal partially or wholly with recreation. 

Broadly speaking, Iosco County officials intend to use this plan to guide their work on all future 

recreational and parks projects within the County. Specifically, this plan is developed in 

accordance with the guidelines for Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway 

Plans published by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). 

A five-year, MDNR-approved Recreation Plan is necessary for the governmental entities to 

pursue MDNR administered grants. This Recreation Plan is written for Iosco County. It covers 

all aspects of recreation within the County. 
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Iosco County is located on Lake Huron in the northeastern section of lower Michigan. The 

County is bordered on the north by Alcona County, on the west by Ogemaw County, on the 

south by Arenac County, and on the east by Lake Huron. Iosco County covers an area of 

approximately 565 square miles. It is a sparsely populated county characterized by a variety of 

scenic water bodies, large tracts of public and private forest lands, and clustered areas of 

agricultural land. The majority of the local population resides along the Lake Huron shoreline 

near US-23, East Tawas, Tawas City, and Oscoda. The remaining population concentrations 

and employment opportunities are found in the west where M-65 connects Hale and 

Whittemore. The County consists of eleven townships and three cities. 

 
Source: State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Due to an abundance of scenic natural features, the County is a popular destination for tourism 

and recreation. Tawas Bay, home to East Tawas and Tawas City, is one of the largest harbors 

on the Great Lakes. In addition, there are several beautiful inland lakes such as Long Lake, 

Loon Lake, Sand Lake, Tawas Lake, and Van Ettan Lake. The Au Sable River runs through the 
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northern portion of the County and several other waterways are available for public, recreational 

use. Given the location and natural amenities of Iosco County, the area offers a variety of 

recreational activities such as cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, fishing, boating, hiking, 

biking, horseback riding, camping, color tours, swimming, and golf. Scenic views are in the 

County are abundant.  

 

Iosco County is easily accessible from I-75 via US-23, M-65, and M-55. Iosco County is home to 

many seasonal residents who are drawn to the county's attractive natural environment. 

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, there were 19,856 total housing units in the County; of 

those, 7,824 housing units are classified as seasonal, recreational, or occasional use. 

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, the year-round population of Iosco County is 25,237. Since 

2010, the Iosco County population has decreased by 2.3 percent from 25,841. Some important 

demographic statistics from the 2020 Census are shown in Figure 1, providing a brief snapshot 

of the area as compared to the State of Michigan. 
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Figure 1 

Selected Census Data for Comparison in Iosco County and Michigan 

 Iosco County Michigan 

Population – 2020 Consensus 25,237 10,077,331 

Median Age 52.9 39.8 

% of Population under 18 16.4 21.7 

% of Population 65 & Older 29.6 17.2 

% bachelor’s degree or higher 7.2 11.4 

Per capita income $52,755 $80,803 

Average household size 2.11 2.45 

Median housing value $97,000 $174,800 

Source: US Census Bureau 2020 Decennial Census, and 2016-2020 American Community Survey.  

Natural Resource Inventory 

Iosco County is rich in natural resources. As discussed above, the state and national forest 

lands cover thousands of acres in the County. There are large tracts of private woodlands as 

well. The waterways include the Au Sable River, Lake Huron, and numerous inland lakes. 

Scattered around and between these areas are wetlands. These woodlands, waterways, and 

wetlands provide habitat for unique plants and abundant wildlife. According to the Michigan 

Natural Features Inventory and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the threatened and 

endangered species in Iosco County include: 

Lake sturgeon  

Lake cress 

Red-shouldered hawk 

Piping plover  

Pitcher’s thistle  

Lake herring 

Trumpeter swan  

Prairie warbler  

Kirtland's warbler  

Common loon  

River redhorse  

Ginseng 

Eastern fox snake  

Channel darter  

River darter 

Pine-drops 

Lake Huron locust  

Wild rice 

Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake  

Iris lacustris  

Platanthera leucophaea 

Solidago houghtonii 

Hymenoxys herbacea 

Mimulus michiganensis 

Cirsium pitcheri 
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Chapter 2 Administrative Structure  

How Parks and Recreation Works 

in Iosco County  

Iosco County parks and recreation functions are 

overseen by the Iosco County Parks 

Commission which was formed in 1968. The 

Parks Commission serves as an advisory board 

to the Iosco County Board of Commissioners. 

The Commission consists of nine people. Six 

are appointed at large by the County Board of 

Commissioners along with one County 

Commissioner, the County Drain Commissioner, 

and a representative from the Road 

Commission.  

Iosco County presently owns two parcels, one park facility located in Oscoda Township at the 

Van Ettan Creek Dam and a pocket park located in Au Sable Township in addition to grooming 

and maintaining 95 miles of snowmobile trails that are located on federal and state forest land 

within the County. Trail maintenance is contracted out annually.  

Iosco County Parks and Recreation Organization Chart 

 

Iosco County Board of Commissioners

Iosco County Parks Commission

Subcontractors

Iosco County Administrator
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Relationships with Public Agencies or Private Organizations 

As the result of a cooperative agreement regarding the snowmobile trails, Iosco County works 

closely with U.S. Forest Service and the State Department of Natural Resources. The County 

also works and cooperates with other trail maintenance groups such as the Michigan Cycle 

Conservation Club and various snowmobile groups and volunteers. 

The Iosco Conservation District is a local government entity that provides technical assistance 

to protect and enhance the land and water resources within the County. The Iosco County 

Conservation District owns 80 acres of forest to provide educational examples of different land 

management techniques for residents to visit. There also 501(c)(3) organizations such as Huron 

Pines that are located in the northern Michigan region that the County and other local units of 

government are able to partner with in order to help preserve and protect areas in the County.  

Budgets 

Major funding revenue for Iosco County Parks and Recreation Department comes from two 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources grants that are obtained annually. The grants 

include Off-Road Vehicle Trail Maintenance Grant and Snowmobile Trail Improvement Grant.  

In 2014, the County’s acquisition of the Van Ettan Creek property, as referenced in the Grant 

History section, has provided the impetus for the development of other park lands through the 

passage of the County-wide millage.  

In 2016, the County passed a millage dedicated to parks and recreation improvements within 

the County. To date, the County has received approximately $1.181 million from 2016 to 2021 

and approximately another $305,000 collected for the year 2022 and expended $185,469 to-

date through an annual grant process. This millage passed by a narrow margin and based on 

concern for the pending economy and current balance of funds, the County chose not to pursue 

renewal of this millage in 2022. The County may investigate reinstating the millage in the future 

for further development of parks and recreation areas and maintenance needs. Their intent is to 

re-format how these funds are distributed. Due to their limited recreation facilities, programing, 

and maintenance demands at this point, they do not have a significant budget dedicated to 

parks and recreation. Discussions about how to communicate and spend the millage were 

considered at two stakeholder meetings. During the stakeholder meetings, it was indicated that 

there was a need for better communication to applicants from the County regarding how to 

properly apply and advocate for their projects in order to receive both millage and matching 

grant funding that the County also offers. Goals and action programs regarding the 

communication and distribution of the millage and matching grant program are discussed in 

Chapter 5 and Chapter 6, respectively.  

Expenditures for 2022 and 2023 are shown in Figure 2. The 2022 and 2023 budgets are 

indicated in Appendix E.  
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Figure 2 

Iosco County Parks and Recreation Budget 

  2023 

Park and Recreation Budget   $6,050 

Snowmobile Fund Estimated 

Revenues  
 $61,290 

County Parks Estimated Revenues 

(Millage) 
 $351,955 

Volunteers 

Local snowmobile groups volunteer annually to assist with trail maintenance and cleanup. 

These include the AuSable Valley Trail Riders, Sand Lake Snow-goers, and the Hale Area Trail 

Blazers. 

The Iosco Exploration Trail (IET) is dedicated to providing additional recreation opportunities in 

Iosco County by way of a non-motorized pathway. This trail will encourage outdoor enthusiasts, 

sport enthusiasts, and give way for more natural beauty enjoyment by tourists and the local 

community. As part of the Michigan Iron Belle Trail, the IET Committee supports connecting 

communities and smaller trails to become a part of the bigger economic picture, as seen in Map 

1. They promote active living and outdoor recreation and believe in providing a safe place to do 

this. Their work includes encouraging a healthier, more active lifestyle, bike safety, 

environmental conservation, preservation, and promotion of beautiful Iosco County and all the 

wonderful sites it holds. The IET Committee is actively working to fund and support the 

maintenance of the IET for years to come. 

Separate municipalities have funded development of the trail phases in their jurisdiction, 

leveraged with state and federal funding to the amount of $2,575,456 to date. 

The Iosco Exploration Trail organization has worked hand in hand with the following 

organizations since the group’s inception: 

AuSable Township 

Consumers Energy Hydro 

Consumers Energy Land Management 

Hale Area Association 

Helen Laidlaw Foundation 

Iosco County Community Foundation 

Iosco County Parks and Recreation 

Iosco Road Commission 

MDNR Recreation Specialists 

MDOT North Region Planner 

NEMCOG and Heritage Route US 23 

Oscoda AuSable Convention Visitors 

Bureau 

Oscoda Township  

Plainfield Township 

Top of Michigan Trails – Iron Belle Trail 

Council 

US Forest Service 

Wilber Township 
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Map 1: Iosco Exploration Trail 

 

Grant History 

Figure 3 shows the grant history of Iosco County since 1966 from the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources.  

Figure 3 

Grant History 

Project Title 

Grant 

Number 

Project 

Year 

Grant 

Amount Project Description 

Project 

Status 

Au Sable Park  26-00072 1966 $22,950 Acquired 11 acres. 

Transferred to MDNR 

ownership. 

Grant 

Closed 

Aloe Property 

Acquisition  

TF11-091 2011 $148,000 Acquired 2.89 acres of land 

on Van Ettan Creek  

Grant 

Closed  

Property 

Acquisition  

 2014 - Purchased 3.13 acres of land 

with 821 of riverfront along 

the north shore of Van Ettan 

Creek  

Grant 

Closed 

Iosco 

Exploration 

Trail, Phase 1  

TF15-0027 2015 $296,000 Developed a 2.2-mile trail 

and pedestrian bridge that is 

part of the Iosco Exploration 

Trail and Iron Belle Trail. It 

connects the community of 

Oscoda to the Oscoda 

Schools complex. The trail 

crosses the Au Sable River 

and run through the Huron-

Manistee National Forest.  

Grant 

Closed  
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Chapter 3 Recreation Inventory 

Parks in Iosco County 

To plan for parks and recreation in the future, one needs to examine the types of facilities that 

currently exist in the community. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment’s Guidelines for the Development of Community Parks, Recreation, Open Space 

and Greenway Plans requires a community to take inventory of those park facilities that it owns 

and operates.  

Iosco County maintains more than 100 miles of snowmobile trails. In addition, the County owns 

a park located at the Van Ettan Creek Dam in Oscoda Township. The County also felt it was 

worthwhile to inventory regional recreational facilities with a particular focus on trails to plan for 

County recreational facilities in the future. The inventory was completed using available data 

from the County, State of Michigan, and the Huron National Forest. 

Barrier-Free Compliance and Parks Conditions 

The following summarizes the accessibility of the County parks and recreation facilities in 

compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). In 

general, all construction since 1991 was required to comply with these guidelines. Recent 

improvements in parks have greatly increased accessibility. A general ranking for each park 

was determined through site visits as follows:  

1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 

County-Owned  

Van Ettan Creek Park 

Size:  3.13 acres  

Purpose: The park is undeveloped with 

walking trails through the elevated bank 

along the Van Ettan Creek. There is an 

unimproved parking area at the dam and 

access to the water along the south side of 

the dam. Located on the west end of the 

property there is a staircase. The site is 

used for passive recreation, fishing and 

kayaking access, portaging past the dam 

Funding:  Iosco County purchased 

property along the Van Ettan Creek near 
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the Van Ettan Dam in Oscoda Township with grant funding from the Michigan Natural Resource 

Trust Fund detailed in Chapter 2. 

Van Ettan Creek Park Evaluation 

of Existing Facilities: (1) 

The park access would be 

increased with the addition of 

paved ADA parking, an 

accessible loop path along the 

elevated bank, and accessible 

access to the water. 

AuSable Township Pocket Park  

Size: Approximately 4,000 square feet.  

Purpose: The Pocket Park is currently a kayak and small boat launch with two parking spaces. 

The Pocket Park is currently being proposed for a remodel to include one ADA parking space 

and access aisle, with ADA picnic table with a wooden canopy and a wood deck along the 

riverfront portion of the park.  

Evaluation of Existing Facilities: (1) The park is proposed to increase compliance with ADA 

guidelines once reconstruction occurs. Currently, the park does not appear to comply with ADA 

guidelines.  

Iosco County Fairgrounds  

Purpose: Located in Hale, the Iosco County Fairgrounds hosts an annual fair in July that 

includes carnival games, farm animal viewing, and concessions. The estimated yearly turnout is 

about 1,000 to 5,000 people.  

Evaluation of Existing Facilities: (1) The fairgrounds include a dirt parking area and carnival 

rides are located on grass areas.   

Other – Not County-Owned  

Regional Recreational Facilities 

Iosco County contains thousands of acres of public and private recreational lands. According to 

mapping completed by Ducks Unlimited and the Nature Conservancy, 151,000 of the 362,000 

acres in the County are classified as conservation or recreation lands. The below inventory is 

not an inclusive list of all the non-county owned recreation, however, highlights the most popular 

and well-known parks and recreation in the county.  

A. Huron National Forest  

Size: Approximately 115,000 acres of the Huron National Forest lies within Iosco County. 

The vast majority of this land is in the northern half of the County surrounding the Au Sable 

River. 
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Amenities: Camping, ATV trails, hiking, snowmobiling, boating/canoeing, fishing, cross 

country skiing, mountain biking, and horseback riding. Some of the larger/more popular 

recreational features in the Huron National Forest include High Banks Trail System, Iargo 

Springs Interpretive Area, Lumberman’s Monument Visitor Center, Tuttle Marsh, and the 

Corsair Trails. 

Funding: Within the Huron National Forest, the Corsair Trail Council, a 501 (c)(3) 

corporation, has had a long-lasting partnership with the Forest Service to create, develop, 

promote, maintain, and expand the Corsair Skiing/Hiking Trail system and the High Banks 

Trail. The Forest Service has an annual budget with a portion allocated to recreation 

programming. The Corsair Trail Council does an annual brushing maintenance and provides 

grooming on selected trails during the winter. The Trail Council also has funding from 

various fundraisers during the year.  

A.1. Shore to Shore Trial  

Size: 220-mile-long trail that connects Lake Huron to Lake Michigan. The east segment of 

the trail begins in Oscoda and generally parallels the AuSable River.  

Amenities: Horseback riding trails as well as hiking and cross-country skiing. The trail 

features horse camps with access to wells at 18- to 25-mile intervals.  

A.2. Eagle Run Cross-Country Ski and Hiking Trail  

Size: 7-mile trail loop that runs along the south shore of the Lower AuSable River.  

Amenities: Loop trail system for hiking and cross-country skiing. Camping sites are 

available along the trail.  

A.3. Corsair Hiking and Cross-Country Skiing Trail  

Size: 28.3 miles of one-way trial  

Amenities: Corsair Trailhead has a spur to a 600-foot interpretive and fishing trial along 

Silver Creek. Hiking trails with dual use as cross-country skiing trials in the winter months.  

B. State of Michigan Forest Land  

Size: Approximately 9,000 acres of the State forest land is located in Burleigh, Sherman, 

and Alabaster Townships in the southern portion of the County. The northeast portion of the 

County contains approximately 16,000 acres of state forest land in Oscoda Township 

including a campground on Van Ettan Lake. One of these parcels contains a campground 

and frontage on Van Ettan Lake.  

Amenities: Several miles of Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) trails are located within this area. There 

are also designated campground areas and boat launches.  

B.1. Tawas Point State Park  

Size: A 183-acre facility located on Lake Huron, Tawas State Park  
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Amenities: Camping, fishing, swimming, hiking, and the Tawas Point Lighthouse.  

B.2. Tawas Point Harbor 

Size: 500 feet of dock area for visitors  

Amenities: Transient and seasonal slips are available from May to September. The dock 

is staffed by State Park employees.  

B.3. Van Etten Lake State Forest Campground  

Size: 50 campsites overlooking Van Ette Lake near Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport (KOSC).  

Amenities: Most campsites are universally accessible sites. Campground amenities 

include restrooms, potable water and an improved boat launch.  

C. City and Township facilities  

Several of the communities in Iosco County own and operate significant recreational 

facilities that draw visitors from across the region and beyond. Some of these include the:  

East Tawas 

East Tawas City Park 

Size: 7.2 acres  

Amenities: Campgrounds, picnic areas, and lake access  

Tom Dillion Park  

Size: 2 acres 

Amenities: Softball field as well as picnic pavilion with restrooms and a kitchen, a play 

structure and play equipment, and a horseshoe pit 

Bolen Park  

Size: 17 acres 

Amenities: Baseball fields, little league baseball fields, a wooden “Mackinac Bridge” play 

structure, a picnic pavilion with restrooms and kitchen facilities, horse shoe pits, and 

basketball courts 

Dewey Durant Park  

Size: 35.5 acres  

Amenities: Covered picnic pavilion with kitchen and restrooms, softball fields, tennis 

courts, professional horseshoe pits, disc golf course, and a “Peace Train” wooded play 

structure 
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Tawas City 

Gateway Park  

Size: 13 acres  

Amenities: Picnic tables, 300-foot lighted and ADA-compatible fishing pier and boat 

launch which accommodates up to two 28-foot-long boats, 3,200-square-foot pavilion, 

and an area designated for dogs  

Shoreline Park  

Size: 8.2 acres 

Amenities: A 450-foot-long pier, passive benches, active fishing, picnic pavilions, a food 

concessions stand, restrooms, a boardwalk along the beach and a playscape  

Tawas Soccer Complex  

Size: 12.8 acres 

Amenities: Seven irrigated soccer fields, two baseball fields/softball fields, indoor 

restrooms, benches and sitting areas, picnic tables, pavilions and picnic shelters, a 

concession stand, and playground equipment 

Tawas Township 

Tawas Bay Ice Arena  

Amenities: Indoor ice-skating rink with off-street parking available 

Alabaster Township  

Alabaster Bike Path and Arboretum 

Size: 6.5-mile bike path which runs through forest land adjacent to US-23.  

Amenities: Over 150 labeled trees along the edge of the trail.  

Lake Huron Coastal Preserve  

Size: 145-acres 

Amenities: Alabaster Bike Path and Arboretum runs through the Coastal Preserve.  

Funding: Alabaster Township secured funding to purchase the 145-acre property along 

Lake Huron with the help of Huron Pines from a $1.7 million Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant. The property is located in southern Iosco County and will be 

used for permanent protection and public use of the Lake Huron shoreline.  
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Oscoda Township 

Oscoda Township Old Orchard Park 

Size: Approximately 4 miles long.  

Amenities: Campgrounds  

Oscoda Huron Sunrise Park  

Size: 14-acre beach park  

Amenities: Gravel parking and accessible trails for biking  

Oscoda Little League Fields  

Size: 49.4 acres  

Amenities: Little league fields, soccer fields, concession stands, bathroom facilities, and 

open-air pavilion 

There are various complexes in the County such as the Oscoda Little League Fields, Tawas 

Bay Ice Arena and Tawas Soccer Complex that are described above as well as various golf 

courses such as Red Hawk Golf Course and Tawas Creek Golf Course. Based on stakeholder 

input and County objectives, the County’s role in providing active sports is not a primary goal 

since the need is being filled by local municipalities.  

Snowmobile Trails 

The following trails are maintained by the Iosco County Parks and Recreation Department: 

A. Route 6/Huron Trail  

Size: Approximately 36 miles of Route 6. The eastern trailhead for Route 6, also known as 

the Huron Trail, is located in McQuaig Park in Au Sable Township. Route 6 traverses 

through the Huron National Forest.  

Amenities: Portable restrooms are located in three locations along the trail and one warming 

shed is located just west of M-65 at Abbot Road. Route 6 carries snowmobilers east to west 

across most of the state. Parking is located at the western end of the trail in Iosco County. 

B. Route 649/Huron Sand Lake Spur  

Size: 9.1-mile north-south trail runs from the Sand Lake area northward to the Huron Trail.  

Amenities: Parking is located at the Sand Lake trail- head. The trail is a designated ORV 

trail as well. 

C. Route 645  

Size: 15-mile span that heads east, then south, and then west from the 649 trail  
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Amenities: A parking lot and portable restroom is located at Monument and Kobs Road. 

D. Route 647  

Size: 6-mile span that runs south of the Huron Trail along Channel Road 

Amenities: Not Applicable 

E. Route 96  

Size: 17-mile trail carries snowmobilers north and east across the Au Sable River along Rea 

Road and then heads north and westward towards Glennie. This trail is located in the Au 

Sable State Forest and the Huron National Forest. 

Amenities: Parking and portable restrooms are located in two separate locations near the 

east end of the trail. The middle portion of the trail is a designated ORV trail. 

F. Route 960  

Size: 5-mile trail carries snowmobilers from Van Ettan Lake north of Oscoda to the 96 Trail.  

Amenities: Parking and portable restrooms are located at both ends of the trail. 

Portions of two other snowmobile trails located in northern Iosco County are maintained by 

Alcona County Parks and Recreation. These include the westward extension of the 96 trail and 

the 963 trail. 

A map showing these snowmobile trails is shown in Appendix A. 

ORV Trails 

There are more than 55 miles of ORV trails throughout Iosco County. The trails are all 

maintained by the Iosco County Parks and Recreation Commission and their subcontractors 

through a grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. During the August 11th, 

2022, stakeholder meeting, concerns were raised regarding general maintenance of these trails.  

The County completed a Connecting Communities from the MDNR to help enhance the riding 

experience on the ORV trails in Iosco County.  

The Iosco County Board of Commissioners adopted an ordinance for the purpose of authorizing 

and regulating the operation of ORVs on roads in Iosco County, effective January 7, 2009. 

A map showing available ORV trails is shown in Appendix A. 

Iosco Exploration Trail 

The Iosco Exploration Trail (IET) will traverse 44 miles of trails that 

connect Oscoda to Hale via the River Road National Scenic Byway; 

with abundant waypoints, vistas, overlooks, and natural beauty. The 

trail will support an active, healthy lifestyle while attracting tourists 

from across the county. Approximately $2.4 million has been 
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awarded in matching grants to Iosco County for Phase 1 of the IET. The IET also acts as a 

catalyst for the preservation and access to cultural and historic areas along the route. The IET 

also provides safe pedestrian passage across the AuSable River and will also give a safe route 

off the main highway for school children, pedestrians, and bikers. 

Funding for the project has come from a variety of sources including Federal Lands Access 

Program (FLAP). The county applied for $450,000. A preliminary commitment was received on 

May 14, 2015, which was delivered in 2017. A Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant 

was also applied for in the amount of $296,000. A preliminary commitment was received on 

December 2, 2015. Another grant through the Michigan Department of Transportation 

Alternatives Program Grant (TAP) was awarded in the amount of $1,449,456 with a conditional 

commitment being received on December 8, 2015. 

A map of the IET can be found in Appendix A.  

Phase 1  

Size: 2.73 miles long and includes a 

pedestrian bridge that will connect 

downtown Oscoda and AuSable to the 

high school and middle school located 

on River Road. 

Funding: A total amount of $2,335,456 

was attained. The partners in this 

project included the following: $40,000 – 

Iosco County; $50,000 – AuSable 

Township; $50,000 – Oscoda Township; $450,000 – Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) 

$296,000 – MNRTF and $1,449,456 – MDOT TAP.  

Project Status: Phase 1 of the IET was completed in 2021.  

Phase 2  

Size: Phase 2 included Loon Lake Trail in Hale which is a 

1.9-mile-long trail traveling from Loon Lake to Kokosing 

Road. 

Funding: A Trust Fund Development grant of $140,000 was 

awarded in 2016.  

Project Status: Phase 2 was completed in 2019.  

Phase 3 

Size: Phase 3 includes construction of a 5.3-mile-long, 10-

foot-wide gravel path adjacent to River Road National Scenic 

Byway starting at the end of Phase 1 at Oscoda High 

School. 

Phase 1 – Source: Iosco Exploration Trail 

Phase 2 – Source: Iosco Exploration Trail 
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Funding: Campaigned for a match grant through the Michigan Economic Development 

Corporation’s Public Spaces Community Places initiative, reached their $50,000 goal in August 

of 2022. 

Project Status: Phase 3 construction is projected to begin in the fall of 2022.  

Phase 4  

Size: From Au Sable and Baldwin Township to Finish Line Park.  

Project Status: Expected to be completed in 2023.  

Phase 5 

Size: From Old Orchard Park to Lumberman’s Monument  

Project Status: Design has been completed. Construction is expected to take place from 

October 2023 to October 2024.  

Phase 6 

Project Status: Design is completed. Construction is expected to take place from October 2024 

to October 2025.  

Phase 7 

Size: Eight-mile route from Westgate Welcome Center to Ora Lake to Putnam.  

Project Status: Construction is expected to take place from October 2023 to October 2024.  

Phase 8 

Size: Route will be from Putnam to Webb to Wilson Creek to Long Lake Road to Rose City 

Road in Plainfield Township.  

Project Status: Route and design are planned.  

Alcona/Iosco State House Trail 

The Alcona/Iosco State House Trail is a very popular ORV trail that provides recreational 

opportunities for enthusiasts throughout most of the year. The County works closely with the 

DNR in maintenance and future development of this trail. The DNR provides oversight for this 

trail along with the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 

As seen in in Appendix A, the Department of Natural Resources updated the State House Trail 

as of May 31, 2022.  
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Wildcat Trail 

Size: The Wildcat Trail includes approximately 15 miles of new trail construction and 11 miles of 

repurposing a decommissioned equestrian trail for mountain biking. The existing trail extends 

from Old Orchard Campgrounds to Cooke Dam Road.  

Purpose: The Wildcat Trail is a mountain biking trail located at the Foote Site Overlook off River 

Road in Oscoda.  

Funding: The Professional Trail Builders Association have advertised for bidding and request for 

proposals for the Wildcat Mountain Trail Project (Huron Manistee National Forest) on the 15-

mile construction and 11-mile repurposing of the Wildcat Trail on September 19, 2022. It is 

projected that the proposed to start work on October 15, 2022, and the proposed work shall be 

completed by December 31, 2022.  

Passive Recreation  

Whittemore Speedway Racetrack  

Size: quarter mile  

Amenities: Asphalt, high banked race track, and off-street parking 

Bird Watching Areas 

Michigan is known for its large variety of natural fauna, including various types of warblers that 

migrate through the state. There are many areas within Iosco County for bird watching. Tuttle 

Marsh Wildlife Area is an area 7 miles north of Tawas Bay. Other birding spots in the County 

include Hale, Oscoda, Tawas City, and East Tawas. Tawas holds an annual birding festival 

called the Annual Tawas Point Birding Festival. Other birding events include the annual Tawas 

Point Migration in connection with AuSable Valley Audubon that is hosted in Tawas Point State 

Park.  

Sunrise Coast Birding Trail 

Size: 145-mile trail along U.S. 23  

The Sunrise Coast Birding Trail is a bird watching trail that connects to the Saginaw Bay Birding 

Trail located south of East Tawas that runs along the east coast of Michigan. This trail passes 

through five counties and 28 designated locations in local, county, and state-owned parks.  See 

Appendix A for the Sunrise Coast Birding Trail Map.  
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Chapter 4 Planning Process and Public 

Engagement  

 

 

A Plan Supported by the Entire Community 

Iosco County has developed a Parks and Recreation 5-year Plan as a tool to guide the 

development of community park and recreational facilities and locations. The Iosco County 

Parks and Recreation Commission worked on the development of this Parks and Recreation 

Plan. The Commission worked with Iosco County staff and representatives of various 

community groups throughout the course of the plan.  

Data was collected about the County including maps, demographics, park information, and an 

inventory of existing facilities. This data was collected from several resources such as county 

staff, other relevant planning documents, various websites (Census, County, National Forest 

Service, etc.), and through field observations. 

To comply with and exceed the MDNR guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 

Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plans, the Iosco County Parks Commission offered two 

stakeholder meetings that were used to start a dialogue with those with a particular interest 

within the County, along with a 30-day period for review and comment on the draft plan. 

Stakeholder Meeting 

On August 11, 2022, the Iosco County Parks and Recreation Commission held a half day event, 

holding two meetings inviting various stakeholders within the County. A majority of the 

stakeholders represented were the Parks and Recreation Commissioners, County School 

Teachers and Superintendents, local business owners, Soil Conservation District members, 

local Chamber of Commerce members, Fair Board members, and Township and City officials. 

The stakeholders were asked various questions pertaining to the strengths and gaps in service, 

what they believed the County millage should be spent on, and for any other feedback that they 

wished to be included in the Recreation Plan.  
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When asked what gaps in service the Iosco County Parks and Recreation could bridge, an 

overwhelming majority of answers were related to communication. Many solutions for the lack of 

communication were suggested including formal letters to municipality officials and to social 

media outlets. Other solutions included a calendar of events the County could post on its 

website with events hosted by the County, Townships, schools, and other groups, as well as 

adding County-wide and local municipality-mapped trails of biking, hiking, and ORV trails to the 

County website. Other communication needs Township and City officials identified were a lack 

of updated maps of various trails that are available. Other gaps included limited activities for 

children and residents in the winter months.  

When the stakeholders were asked what specific projects the $1.3 million millage should be 

spent on, answers included adding a bike path specifically in Au Sable Township, a mobile 

learning unit to educate the community, expansion of hardscapes especially at the existing 

parks and recreational areas and at the Fairgrounds, increased handicapped parking, and 

availability for handicapped persons to explore the parks and recreation areas in Iosco. Other 

projects identified were related to tourism and patrons to the County. Stated above, those 

stakeholders who identified tourism as a major strength of the County identified the lack of 

information available to patrons related to biking, hiking, and ORV trails.  

Stakeholders also stated they wanted to see clearer steps and processes to obtaining access to 

the millage and how to tailor applications to being granted funding. Stakeholders were also 

concerned about projecting maintenance of their parks and recreation areas and asked for 

further clarification on how to obtain part of the millage for maintenance. When the stakeholders 

were asked if the millage should be used to support a large number of small projects or a 

smaller number of larger projects, the County’s grant matching program came into discussion. 

The County currently matches $5,000 of funding for park and recreation needs. The 

stakeholders unanimously agreed that the dollar amount should be increased, with suggestions 

of increasing the match to $50,000. Other suggestions when matching grants were to decrease 

the amount match of larger projects. For example, a $50,000 project would only be allowed a 25 

percent matching grant, where a project of $5,000 could receive a 50 percent matching grant.  

When the stakeholders were asked what the key aspects of the grant process are that will help 

promote and distribute the County millage, stakeholders expressed concerns with the current 

communication of how money is to be spent and how to obtain parts of the millage for projects. 

Ideas for creating a better system of distribution were including a scoring card of projects based 

on set criteria and a determined percentage would be awarded to the proposal depending on its 

score. Some standards for scoring suggested including the potential impact on surrounding 

communities, if the project is locally based or will have a regional impact, and which group the 

project is targeting (tourism or current residents of the County). Municipality officials suggested 

that payment should be given after a project is completed as a reimbursement for accountability 

that a project is seen to completion. 

A copy of the questions asked at the stakeholder meeting, the agenda, and posting for the 

meeting are indicated in Appendix B. The meeting was advertised through a flyer sent to various 

stakeholders within the County. The target stakeholders included Township Supervisors, 

Mayors, and Boards, the IET, local Chamber of Commerce members, local business owners, 

and others.  
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Draft Plan/30-Day Review Period 

A draft plan was prepared for review by County staff and the Parks Commission. Upon review, 

the plan was posted at county offices and advertised with a legal notice in the Iosco County 

News-Herald paper on November 30, 2022.  A copy of this notice is included in the Appendix F. 

A systems approach to analysis of recreation needs in the county was applied to this planning 

process through input from stakeholders, County Staff, and the Planning Commission. Due to 

the abundance of available natural resources and other active programming including Federal, 

State, and local agencies, the roles outlined in the Goals and Objectives Chapter reflect an 

intent to avoid being redundant in the role the County plays as a recreation provider. 

The public, as well as the County Board of Commissioners, had the opportunity during the 30-

day adoption period to make recommended changes and comments about the plan.  

Public Hearing 

Comments were compiled from the 30-day review and the plan was revised. A public hearing 

was posted February 8, 2023 and advertised with a legal notice in Iosco County News-Herald 

paper for a February 15 meeting.  A copy of this notice and minutes from the entire meeting is 

included in the Appendix F.  

Final Plan Adoption 

Comments were compiled from the public hearing and the plan was revised. The plan was 

adopted by the Board of Commissioners on February 15, 2023. A copy of this resolution and 

minutes from the entire meeting is included in the Appendix G. A copy of the plan was sent to 

the County and regional planning authority, transmittals are included in the appendix along with 

the certification checklist. 

The County completed the post completion self-certification forms for county grant funded 

projects; these are included in the appendix.  
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Chapter 5 Goals and Objectives 

Providing Recreation 

Opportunities for Iosco 

County 

This chapter is intended to guide Iosco 

County’s decision-making concerning 

future development, conservation, and 

exploration of the community’s vast 

parks and recreation opportunities. The 

goals and objectives included herein 

were developed in part with the 

stakeholder groups that participated on 

the August 11, 2022, meetings. These 

stakeholders were comprised of Parks 

and Recreation Commissioners, County School Teachers and Superintendents, local business 

owners, Soil Conservation District members, local Chamber of Commerce members, Fair Board 

members, and Township and City officials.  

A goal is a destination that has been established by community input. Goals are the broadest 

level which are overarching and general.  

An objective is a mile marker along the pathway toward achieving a goal. Objectives carry out 

the purpose of the goal.  

An action program is the intended outcome of the goal. Action plans can also include 

organizational, stating, programming, public information, and operation and maintenance 

actions.  

Developing goals and objectives is an important part of the recreation planning process. The 

main goal of the Iosco County Parks Commission is to provide recreation opportunities for the 

region it serves. More specific objectives and action plans must be based on public input, the 

demographic characteristics of the population served, and the physical and environmental 

characteristics of the County. 

Iosco County is also aware of the need to continually coordinate its efforts with those of other 

governmental units and agencies. Several of these entities have their own recreation plans and 

the County has reviewed many of these documents as it was developing the following goals and 

objectives. For example, the following are two of the goals in the Concentrated Recreation 

Areas Section of the 2006 Land and Resource Management Plan of the Huron-Manistee 

National Forests. 

• Provide moderate to high amounts of recreational facilities, such as trails; dispersed and 

developed camping and picnic areas. 

• Provide for recreational activities such as skiing, hunting, fishing, viewing scenery, and other 

recreational opportunities. 
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Goal 1: Promote and provide diverse recreational opportunities to satisfy all age groups 

and levels of ability. 

Iosco County has a wealth of natural resources and a wide variety of outdoor activities to offer 

residents and visitors. However, based on the community input and comparison to standards, 

there are still unmet recreational needs in the County. Further, not all residents and visitors are 

aware of the existing parks and recreational facilities. The County wishes to develop appropriate 

recreational activities to meet the needs of residents and to create opportunities to draw in 

tourists and visitors. The County also wishes to better promote the existing parks and recreation 

in the County by means of social media.  

Lastly, the County wishes to meet the needs of all people who wish to use recreational facilities, 

including those who are disabled. One reason that this is becoming more important is that the 

median age in Iosco County is much higher than that of Michigan. Senior citizens wish to stay 

active, however, their mobility may be reduced because disabilities and other ailments tend to 

increase with age. 

Objective: Improve general access arid signage to all recreational sites, including little known 

areas such as launch points on lakes and rivers for canoeing, kayaking, and fishing. 

Objective: Identify and encourage accessibility improvements at recreational areas by 

incorporating universal design in all new facilities and upgrades, as appropriate. 

Objective: Work cooperatively with other County communities, State and Federal agencies, 

non-profit organizations, and stakeholders to provide recreation facilities and services in Iosco 

County and to avoid duplication of effort and resources. 

Objective: Foster a relationship with the Iosco County 4-H program for educational and 

recreation opportunities for youth in the community.  

Goal 2: Promote and create community awareness of Iosco County as an all-seasons 

sportsman and recreation destination. 

Iosco County offers many kinds of recreation from many different public entities. Currently, 

information about some of those facilities is available (MDNR website, Forest Service, 

Chambers of Commerce, County website, etc.), but there is no single comprehensive central 

location for all of it. Input from the community indicated that there is a need for general 

information in one place about all that is available in terms of recreation within the County. As a 

tourism draw, the public needs to be informed of recreational activities that are available across 

the differing seasons. 

Objective: Update the County website with informational brochures and other communication 

pieces to inform residents and visitors of available public recreational opportunities in the 

County. Continue partnership with NEMCOG on future updates to regarding mapping.  

Objective: Continue to work cooperatively with the U.S. Forest Service and volunteer groups to 

provide groomed and maintained snowmobile trails. 

Objective: Explore options for adding new winter and summer recreational opportunities or 

expanding/improving existing facilities.  
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Objective: Partner with the local school systems to provide educational programs during the 

winter and summer months.  

Goal 3: Assist with trail development and maintenance. 

The development and use of recreational multi-use paths are growing across the United States. 

Hiking is already a very popular pastime in Iosco County. Other recreational opportunities that 

have become popularized in the County include bird watching, biking, ORV trails, horseback 

riding, and paved and unpaved bicycle trails.  

Regional path planning efforts began in 2001 with the development of the River-to-River Multi-

Use Trail Plan. This plan explored the feasibility of a pathway that followed US-23 from the Au 

Gres River in Au Gres, which is located in Arenac County, to the AuSable River in Oscoda. 

Those efforts were expanded in 2003 with the development of the six-county US-23 Sunrise 

Side Coastal Highway Plan (sometimes known as the Heritage Route Committee Plan). 

Beyond the Sunrise Side Coastal Highway Heritage Route, further development and 

maintenance of the IET and Iron Belle Trail have occurred to connect various areas of the 

County and general connectivity throughout the state.  

Objective: Improve access points and amenities on the existing trails. 

Objective: Upgrade and add amenities to existing trails to make them more user-friendly for all 

ages and abilities. 

Objective: Support the Iosco Exploration Trail Committee to address non-motorized 

transportation issues that are specific to the broader population of Iosco County. 

Objective: Work with IET in the development and maintenance of quality recreational multi-use 

non-motorized paths through the County using grant match funding and millage funding.  

Objective: Continue to monitor ORV trails for maintenance and to use trails for educational 

events partnered with the local school districts.  

Goal 4: Continue to preserve, protect, and enhance the variety of water and natural 

forest resources in Iosco County and the recreational opportunities that they provide. 

The Au Sable River, numerous inland lakes, and Lake Huron are huge recreational assets 

within Iosco County. 

Objective: Add shore fishing access within Iosco County. 

Objective: Inventory of the types of water access within the County to identify the type and 

location of additional access that may be needed. 

Objective: Improve signage and identification for existing water access points. 

Objective: Offer support for efforts to improve Lake Huron beach water quality. 
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Goal 5: Develop and effectively communicate the process and procedures for obtaining 

grant and millage funding for parks and recreation opportunities and maintenance.  

The voters of Iosco County passed a county-wide millage in 2016 enabling the collection of 

funding for parks and recreation construction and maintenance. In 2022, the Parks Commission 

decided not to continue the millage until the approximate $1.3 million were allocated to projects.  

Objective: Monitor and simplify the application and review process for receiving millage or grant 

funding for park and recreation opportunities.  

Objective: Create a volunteer-based network for maintenance of existing and proposed County 

owned and non-County owned parks and trails.  
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Chapter 6 Action Programs 

Potential Projects for the Next Five Years 

With goals and objectives in place, Iosco 

County was able to develop an Action 

Program to work toward accomplishing 

the goals and objectives. The Action 

Program details the direction the 

community wishes to take over the next 

five years in order to maintain and 

improve the quality and diversity of area 

park and recreation opportunities. 

Projects were assigned a priority of 

short-term or longer term. Each action 

item relates to one or more of the 

numbered goals from Chapter 5. 

Potential capital improvements described in this Plan have been established not only to provide 

a framework for decision makers, but also to enable the County to apply for grant funding for 

these proposed projects. 

The project list in not a fixed element and is neither all-inclusive nor exclusive. The schedule 

reflects the results of the input received from the stakeholder meeting, County Staff, and 

Commission members. Future circumstances, especially availability of funding, may change 

priorities or require reprioritization of items. Before proceeding with any potential project, the 

County will require further study including conceptual plans, community input, operation and 

maintenance plans, etc. 

The Action Plan is shown in Figure 4. 

Recent Improvements 

Projects with obtained Grant or Millage 

Funding 

Work-in Progress Projects  

Van Ettan Creek Park 

Oscoda Pocket Park  

AuSable Township Bike Path   

Iosco Exploration Trail (Phase 4) 

Completed Action Items from Previous Plans 

The following list are Action Items itemized in the previous plan that have been completed.  

1. Improved access to boat launch at Tawas Bay with priority access for ice fishing in Baldwin 

Township near Tawas Point.  

2. Widen the shoulder for the safety trail in Plainfield Township.  
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3. Maintenance of Groomer Barn in Oscoda Township.  

4. Create a procedural guideline and checklist for applicants wanting to receive millage or 

grant funding for parks and recreation opportunities to clarify and simply the application and 

review process.  

Funding Potential Improvements 

Funding for parks and recreation capital improvements can come from a myriad of local, State, 

and Federal programs. Grant funding is available for parks and recreation projects. However, 

applicants need to target potential funding agencies and programs very carefully to meet the 

specific criteria required. Appendix C contains a current listing of programs and agencies that 

can provide funding for parks and recreation projects. 

Figure 4 

Iosco County Recreation Plan Action Items 

Project Priority 
Relates to 

Goal # 

Add restrooms along the various trails within the County  ST 4 

Develop an inventory of the types of water access within the County 
to identify the type and location of additional access that may be 
needed 

ST 5 

Create a checklist to score requesting millage or grant match funding 
based on set criteria by the Parks Commission  

ST 6 

Update the existing marketing plan for County recreational facilities, 
including brochures, maps, and a website 

ST 2 

Create a County calendar with on-going events occurring in the 
County as well as municipalities located in the County to advertise 
and strengthen communication  

ST 2 

Make available ORV, snowmobiling, biking, hiking, and birdwatching 
trail maps on the County website as well as physical copies at the 
County Building  

ST 2 

Add the ORV, birdwatching, snowmobiling, biking, and hiking to the 
Iosco County FetchGIS system  

ST 2 

Develop a canoe access point at Van Ettan Creek Park LT 5 

Add hiking and biking trails to create a river loop LT 4 

Maintain and upkeep ORV trails  LT 4 

Provide access to amenities and towns via new trail extensions LT 4 

Actively apply for MDNR grants and funding opportunities for ORV 
trails 

LT 4 

ST – Short Term, LT – Long Term  
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Appendix A Maps – Current Iosco County Trail Map  
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Tuttle Marsh Wildlife area is a 5,000-acre wetland complex managed by the 

Huron-Manistee National Forests. Various habitat improvement projects have 

been completed through cost sharing with Ducks Unlimited, the Michigan 

Wildlife Habitat Foundation, and the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources. This healthy wetland supports several species of waterfowl, 

songbirds, insects and small mammals. 

Migratory birds, reptiles, insects and other animals converge on these 

wetlands to use them as nurseries and safe havens until their young are 

ready to venture out on their own. 

 

 

 

LOCATION 

Tuttle Marsh is located in Iosco County, Michigan. The 

nearest communities are Oscoda, about 5 miles northeast and 

Tawas, about 7 miles south. 

ACCESS 

From Oscoda, take Old US-23 about 5 miles west to Tuttle 

Marsh Road, turn left into the entrance road. 

From Tawas, travel north on Wilber Road to Sherman Rd. 

Turn right on May Rd, right on Brooks Rd., left on Swan Rd., 

left on Davison and follow to Tuttle Marsh Rd. 

FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

Great Blue Heron Rookery 

Excellent Bird Watching Opportunities 

Unique Plant Communities 

Parking Areas 

FEES 

For the latest information regarding fees and condition of 

facility, contact the Ranger stain at Huron Shores. 

SEASON 

Prime wildlife and bird watching opportunities abound in 

the late spring until fall. The winter months offer wonderful 

opportunities to identify animal tracks in the snow. Dawn and 

dusk provide many sights and sounds. 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Care should be taken to keep the area clean and in the 

condition it was found, so visitors are asked to please pack out 

what they pack in. 

Hunting during established Michigan seasons is permitted 

in Tuttle Marsh. 

Canoeing is allowed in the marsh waters. Be careful not to 

damage the fragile banks during canoe put-in and take-out. 

The area is not always plowed. During spring and winter, 

the gravel road may be impassable. 

“USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and 

employer.” This information is available in large print upon 

request. 

02/01/02 

Iosco County Parks and Recreation Plan 2010-2022 
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Appendix B Public Input Documentation 

Stakeholder meeting questions 

At the August 11th stakeholder meeting, there were a couple questions asked to stakeholders to 

help guide conversations related to County communication with other local municipalities and to 

generate ideas on how to spend the accumulated $1.3 million County millage. Stakeholders 

were asked the following questions: 

1. In your opinion, what are gaps of service the County can support or provide at a regional 

level? 

2. What are strengths in service the County can support or provide at a regional level? 

3. The County has decided not to continue pursuing the County parks millage and there is 

approximately $1.3 million available for park development. Are there specific projects 

that should be supported? 

4. Should the County millage be used to support a small number of large regional projects 

or a diverse number of smaller projects? 

5. What are key aspects of the grant process that will help promote and distribute the 

County millage funds? 

6. Should a minimum match of the County millage be required? 

7. Should the County millage be directed at development only or can they be used to 

support maintenance or other non-profit service that is recreation related? 

8. Any additional thoughts/comments/concerns you would like us to be aware of? 
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PUBLIC INPUT  

5 YEAR PARK PLAN  

August 11, 2022, County Building  

422 W. Lake Street Tawas City   

Iosco County Parks and Recreation is seeking to clarify its role providing 

quality of life opportunities in our region among many other recreation 

providers. We want to maximize our resources and make sure that our 

priorities balance good stewardship and a reflection of your interests and 

your values.  

We want your input as part of updating our 5 Year Recreation Plan that is 

currently being drafted.  

Please join us as a stakeholder, a single person speaking on behalf of your 

organization. We have identified a cross-range of groups from around the 

county. Note the separate list provided.  

Please RSVP to kmurphy@ioscocounty.org (989) 362-4212  

  

  

 

IOSCO COUNTY  

PARKS AND  

RECREATION  

WANTS TO HEAR 

FROM YOU!  

 
  

  

WE NEED YOUR 

IDEAS  
 

  

  

MAKE AN IMPACT  

ON YOUR 

COMMUNITY  
 

MAKE AN IM PACT ON YOU MAKE AN  IMPACT ON YOUR  CO MMUN IT YR  
COMMUNIT Y  

ANY QUESTIONS?  

CONTACT  
Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski,  

CPA, MBA  

Iosco County  

Controller/Finance  

Director (989) 362-4212  
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Stakeholder Meeting August 11, 2022 

  

Hosted by:  

Iosco County Parks and Recreation   

Assisted by ROWE Professional Services Company  

  
Welcome! Thank you for your participation. We would like your ideas and suggestions for the 

future of our parks.  

  

We are currently updating our 5 Year Recreation Plan (required for various grant funding 
opportunities). Your input will be used to establish goals and priorities within the plan.  

  

Items for your consideration:  

• Recent / on-going projects o The county is pursuing development of improved water / 

fishing access at AuSable River Park (see site plan exhibit).  

  

o The county continues to support the maintenance of off-road vehicle trails and 

snowmobile trails through local partnerships.  

  

o The county has contributed funds for the development of the Iosco Exploration Trail.  

  

• County Recreation Focus o There are many private and public recreation providers 

throughout the county developing non-motorized trails, active recreation programs, river 

and lake access, camping, forest access, etc. that are not directly supported by Iosco 

County. In your recommendations consider what “gaps of service’ the county can 

support or provide at a regional level and avoid being redundant.  

  

• County Park Millage o The county has decided not to pursue renewal of the county parks 

millage. At the end of 2022 there is expected to be approximately $1.3 M available for 

park development  

  

o Are there specific projects that should be supported?  

  

o Is it better to support a smaller number of large regional projects or a diverse number of 

smaller projects? (minimum or maximum amount for grants?)  

  

o What are key aspects of the grant process that will help promote, evaluate/select, and 

distribute these funds?  

  

o Should a minimum match be required?  

  

o Reimbursable (for a given amount of grant)? Cash for smaller grants (amount _____)?  
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o Should these funds be directed at development only or can they be used to support 

maintenance or other non-profit service that is recreation related (county was going to 

check with attorney on this)?  

   

• Miscellaneous  

Any additional thoughts for how we can work together and partner to get things done?  

   
Stakeholder Group            Name  

Comments  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

There will be opportunity for future input including a 30-day review of the draft plan and public 

hearing at the end of the process; both will be advertised.  

  

Thanks again for your input!  
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Iosco County Stakeholder Meeting Sign In Sheet 

 

Name: Email Address: 

cc-17v 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

zoo 
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Iosco Recreation Plan Stakeholder Meeting Notes 8-11-22 

• Received notes submitted by Jason Ogden the Editor of the Oscoda Press, Baldwin 

Township Supervisor Christopher Martin, and notes from the County Clerk Nancy 

Huebel. See Additional Public Comments Received located in Appendix B.  

• Meeting 2-4 pm  
o Fred – Plainfield Township/IET Board  

o Mike – Oscoda KOA/Director of Emergency Services  

o Samantha – Chamber of Commerce  

o Stephanie – Township Zoning Administrator 

o Eric – Au Sable Township Zoning Administrator  

o Jane – Parks and Rec Board  

o Jamie – County Controller  

o Sharen – Soil Conservation District  

o Jim – Parks and Rec Board/ Farm Bureau  

• Emphasis on  

o Tourism driving need for pathways  

▪ Biking 

▪ Hiking  

▪ ORV 

▪ Bird watching  

o Conservation and improvement of what is already there before spend millage on 

new parks  

o COMMUNICATION  

• Strengths already there to capture in plan  

o Iosco Conservation  

▪ 80 acres  

▪ Angels Forest  

▪ To remain undeveloped 

▪ Hunting groups events/ mushroom events – educational  

▪ Forestry  

▪ 2 headwaters  

▪ 2 miles of non-motorized trails  

▪ Close to town  

▪ No groomed trails  

o Alabaster Township Bike Path  

▪ 7 miles of existing path  

▪ Dyer Road to Townline Road  

▪ $1.7 million DNR grant to Alabaster Parks and Rec  

o Coastal Preserve  

o Wildcat Trail  

▪ Redevelopment draft  

▪ Federal Forest 

▪ DNO insurance 

▪ Stacked loop trail  

▪ Abandoned horse trails  
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▪ $80,000 grant to design  

• Use rest for grooming equipment  

▪ Jeremy – trail designer  

▪ Forest service land  

o Iosco Biking Trails  

▪ Subset of IET   

o IET Phase 4 Approval  

▪ IET wants path around county  

• Originally supposed to be 64 miles  

o Issues with funding  

• IET connection to Alabaster – grant funded  

▪ Stalled for redoing sewer and grading $2.5 million  

• Plans have to be redrawn from changes to existing environment 

due to redoing sewer and grading  

o Grant will not cover redesign  

• GAP  

o Housing of equipment and generally obtaining equipment  

▪ Housing already in place  

▪ IET need equipment  

• Dual utilization of equipment?  

• Meeting 5-7  

• Schools and county fair represented 

o Jeremy – Park Board  

o Jerry – Park Board Chairman  

o Jim  

o Scott – School  

o Cheryl – Park  

o Don – Park  

o Jo – Superintendent  

• Key take aways  

o Using millage to fund educational opportunities for children and families within 

the community  

▪ Recreation for after school and summer time programs 

▪ Winter programs? 

o Calendar of events  

Continue to monitor ORV trails/maintenance/education and keep up with DNR grants  

Plan for redevelopment and grants for maintenance (tractors, other equipment)  

- Goals could be criterial of evaluating potential projects for the millage  

o You meet criteria one, example: regional use you get a higher match 

percentage?  
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Comments made on white board exercise from both groups: 

 

Question 1: In your opinion what are some gaps of service the county can support or provide at 

a regional level? 

 

Gaps Strengths 

Communication  

- Formalized letter/social media responses/ 

media coverage  

- Website funded thru ARPA 

- Utilizing open houses, annual events, 

school events and signage for social media 

and mass information push outs  

“Build it and they will come” 

Maintenance  

- Staffing maintenance and retention  

- Community service hours partner with 

schools  

- Whittemore: concrete breaking in tennis 

courts and loss of organized recreation 

teams (ball teams) 

- Storage of equipment for IET/Wildcat Trail  

- Playscapes and hardscapes  

- Removal of invasive species  

- Improved ADA accessibility  

- Burnout of events/programs/volunteers  

Technical assistance  

- To township parks  

Winter activities  

- For children  

- On the west side of the County  

- Need additional ice rinks  

- Addition of man-made sledding hills  

Summer activities  

- Educational programs  

- Availability of parks and playscapes  

- Summer held events - Fairgrounds  

Education gaps  

- Safety  

- What groups and activities there are in the 

County and each municipality   

- Invasive species  

- Mobile resource centers? 

Education strengths  

- MSU Extension programs in 

summer  

- 4H programs in Whittemore  

- ORV safety training thru DNR– Iris 

System  

- Iosco County Conservation District  

COVID 

- Stalling timelines and availability of 

materials for projects  

 

PFAs 

- Bennett Park  

- Van Etten Park  
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Question 2: The County has decided not to continue pursuing the County Parks Millage and 

there is approximately $1.3 million available for park development. Are there specific projects 

that should be supported? 

• AuSable Township bike path  

• Educational mobile units for exposure to families and school-aged children  

• Increase accessibility for both physical and mental disabilities  

• KOA maintenance and additional biking/hiking/bird/ORV trails and additional benches 

• Fairground – ropes course and additional hardscapes  

Other comments related to question 2 included the process for applying for County millage 

funding as well as creating a criteria-based scoring system for each project in order to 

determine how much funding each project will receive from the County.  

Question 3: Should the County millage be used to support a smaller number of large regional 

projects or a diverse number of smaller projects? 

• Expansion of smaller parks  

• $5,000 match for playscapes and hardscapes  

• Increase to $5,000 match  

Question 4: What are key aspects of the grant process that will help promote and distribute the 

County millage funds? 

• Clear communication  

o Criteria-based system, clear process, available per year  

o Sliding scale for percentage matches (smaller projects receive a larger 

percentage of millage funding based on criteria whereas bigger projects receive 

a smaller percentage of millage funding based on criteria).  

Question 5: Should a minimum match of the County millage be required? 

• 50% below $10,000 

• 25% anything over $10,000 

• Depends on project, possible criteria: 

o Impact on community  

o Local vs regional  

o Tourism vs current residents  

Question 6: Any additional thoughts/comments/concerns you would like us to be aware of?  

• Map access – online format and physical copies  

• Access to online Iosco County FetchGIS system  

• Calendar of events to aid communication for the region 
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Additional Public Comments Received  

From: Nancy Huebel 

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:31 PM 

To: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski; Kathleen 

Murphy 

Subject: Parks & Rec Ideas 

Importance: High 

I won't be here on the 11th . I'm off camping  

Anyway, here are some of my ideas. However, I'm a bit worried about what they can actually 

do since we don't have a Parks and Recreation workforce. Anyway, here they are: 

Splash Parks on the west side of the county (Whittemore and Hale area) Especially 

Whittemore.....there are no lakes. Skate Park 

More ORV/side by side trails/widen them as well 

Dog Park  

Beach Waterpark with water slides/water obstacle course etc. 

Boat Race Sponsorship —the speed boat races that were in Tawas. Only held once because 

sponsorship is so expensive. 

Metal Art Park 

The 13-acre parcel that was donated to the county: 

Dog park 

Bird watching park with raised 

walking trails Metal Art Park 

I hope you get some good ideas! 

Nancy J. Huebel 

Iosco County Clerk  

422 W Lake Street  

P.O. Box 838 

Tawas City, Michigan 48764 

(989) 362-3497 

(989) 984-1012 Fax  

www.iosco.net  

Office Hours:  

Monday thru Friday  

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

CLOSED FOR LUNCH FROM 12:30 P.M. TO 1:30P.M.  

http://www.iosco.net/
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DISCLAIMER: 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or proprietary information, 

and may be used only by the person or entity to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-

mail is not the intended recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified 

that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is prohibited. If you have received 

this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail 

immediately. 
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RE: 5 year Recreation Plan 

Supervisor@baldwintwp-mi.org <Supervisor@baldwintwp-mi.org> 

Tue 8/9/2022 1:43 PM 

To: Kathleen Murphy <kmurphy@ioscocounty.org> 

I'm having a hard time finding information online about Iosco County Parks and 

Recreation. Is there a current digital copy of the master plan available? Baldwin Township 

general suggestions: 

-Improve Community/ Online Presence 

-Improve Grant Application Process 

-Educate communities on what the Iosco County Parks and Recreation 5-year plan is and how 

if effects them -Educate communities on how to apply and what the grant is for 

-Reconsider a max award of $5,000.00 due to the increased cost of maintaining and improving 

assets 

-Promote "spur off" bike paths from the Iron Belle Trail, for Baldwin Township we would like to 

improve our bike path on Tawas Beach Road and extend it to the State Park. 

I will see if someone can attend as well. 

Thanks, 

Christopher Martin, 

Supervisor Baldwin 

Township 

1119 Monument Rd, Tawas City, Mi, 48763 

(989)362-8709
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From: Kathleen Murphy  

Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 12:01 PM 

To: Supervisor@baldwintwp-mi.org 

Cc: Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski  

Subject: Re: 5 year Recreation Plan 

Hello Christopher, 

Thank you for taking the time to let us know that you will not be able to attend the meeting 

from 2-4pm. We would still like Baldwin Townships insight on the Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan. Would someone from the board be able to attend either the 2-4pm or 5-7pm 

meetings? 

Thank you, 

Kathleen Murphy, Secretary 

Iosco County Board of Commissioners 

P.O. Box 778 

Tawas City, M/ 48764 

(989) 362-4212 
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losco County 

News Press Publishing Company 

Iosco County News Herald 

110 W State St, P.O. Box 72 

East Tawas, Michigan 48730 

(989) 362-3456 Fax (989)362-

6601 

Oscoda Press 

311 State St., P.O. Box 663 

Oscoda, Michigan 48750 

(989) 739-2054 Fax (989)739-3201 

 
August 10, 2022 

Jamie Soboleski 

losco County Controller, Financial Director 
C/O losco County Parks and 

Recreation Board  

Iosco County Courthouse 

                  422 W l,ake St 
Tawas City Ml 48763 

To Mrs. Soboleski and members of the Parks and Rec Board, 

First off, thank you so much for considering me to be included in your stakeholder meeting. I truly 

appreciate it as editor of the Oscoda Press. I am unfortunately unable to attend the meeting personally 

as my schedule today does  not allow me time to be in Tawas City. I felt compelled, however, to include 

my thoughts and ideas on paper to assist the board in their objective. I hope this letter will suffice in 

their efforts to gauge stakeholder options and ideas.  

On a macro scale, I believe that parks and rec should simply begin utilizing the millage funding they 

gathered over the last five years on projects in general. From a reporting standpoint of the county, I 

have not seen many projects save the recently approved AuSable River project in AuSable Township – 

since the passage of the millage. I know that the funding has to be used to maintain current Iosco 

County parks and recreational opportunities but opening ip new areas with the funding is very welcome 

as well. According to the original millage rate, approved in 2018, there should be around $1 million 

from the collections that end this year. That is a lot of funding for the county to be sitting on with 

spending it from a special millage. That is my opinion as a stakeholder and as a taxpayer.  

I think it would be great to expend some of those funds on the Van Etten Creek property acquired by 

the county located in Oscoda, that was slated to be developed into a park from its current “rustic area” 

feel. I am not sure what plans were in store for that area, but development is sorely needed. The river in 

the area is a very popular fishing location. I believe that the river access – which is a tributary of the 

AuSable River, with its branch joining up in downtown Oscoda – should be developed into more of 

alternative for canoe enthusiasts for those looking for an alternative to the AuSable River.  

The county-owned access by Van Etten Dam is really the only public access to the creek to speak of in 

Oscoda. It is under developed with a very bad parking area and is not handicapped accessible. Further, 

there are no facilities, such as outhouses, trash receptacles or picnic tables, for the use by the public. 

During the spring the Michigan Canoe Racing Association holds its annual Klondike Canoe Challenge, 

and from the spectator angle, it is the only area one can view the race without trespassing on private 

property. Further development would go toward supporting canoeing as a local sport and recreational 

opportunity.  
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I believe development of this area, which is truly a diamond in the rough, would be a great asset to not 

just Oscoda residents, but the entire county as well as visitors into the area. Although it is technically 

already a county “park”, it is not very welcoming to the average park visitor, in my opinion, and more 

suited for those willing to get their feet muddy and skin scratched up going through the brush to try to  

catch steelhead. It can be a great fishing spot, as well as a great park. Thank you for your consideration.  
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Appendix C Potential Funding Sources for Parks and Recreation Projects 

Funding 

General Fund 

Continue to allow for re-investment in facilities to avoid future increased maintenance costs and 

ensure revenue streams when possible. 

User Fee 

Continue to charge reasonable fees to participants of recreation programs and key facilities. 

Evaluate the fees annually to ensure they are providing the appropriate amount of funding to 

allow the programs to continue.  

 

Special Millage 

A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects such as 

parkland improvements and facility upgrades. A millage is an effective method to divide costs 

over time among all the taxpayers in the community to provide matching grant funds or finance 

projects out-right. A millage allows more flexibility in how the money is used than a bond. 

Although the current millage was not identified to be continued, a future millage could be 

considered once current funds have been distributed effectively. 

Bonds 

Several bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation facilities. 

General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific community projects and may not be used for 

other purposes. These bonds are usually paid for with property tax revenues. Revenue bonds 

are issued for construction of public projects that generate revenues. The bonds are then retired 

using income generated by the project. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) provides funding for numerous types of 

projects that support the enhancement of transportation facilities and promote safe and efficient 

multi-modal transportation methods. This is a reimbursement program that originally comes 

from the federal level and is administered by Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). A 

minimum of 20% local match is required for proposed projects. 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grants 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Spark Grant is a $65 million grant program to 

help local communities that want to create, renovate or redevelop public outdoor opportunities 

for residents and visitors—especially those whose economic opportunities and health were 

hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Applicants must be local units of government or public 

authorities legally established to provide public recreation. Applicants may include a regional or 

statewide organization or consortium of local units of government or public authorities legally 
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established to provide public recreation. An eligible financial match is encouraged but not 

required. A community planning process is encouraged but not required. Application are 

expected to be opened for a 6-week period for grants ranging from a minimum of $100,000 to a 

maximum of $1 million – and will be distributed in three rounds: 

 

Round one: $15 million by the end of 2022. 

Round two: $25 million in spring 2023. 

Round three: $25 million in summer 2023. 

 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Grant provides 

funding assistance for state and local outdoor recreation needs, including land acquisition and 

development of recreation facilities. This assistance is directed at creating and improving 

outdoor recreational opportunities and providing protection to valuable natural resources. These 

are grants between $15,000 and $300,000 with a required minimum local match of 25 percent. 

Final engineering and construction services are covered at a maximum of 15%. 

 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) provide grants to local units of government 

to acquire and develop land for outdoor recreation. At least 50 percent match on either 

acquisition or development projects is required from local government applicants. The Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) makes recommendations to the National Park Service 

(NPS), which grants final approval.  

 

The Michigan Recreation Passport Grant program is funded by sales of ‘passport’ opt in 

participation for those wishing to access or support Michigan parks as part of their license 

renewal. Eligible projects are targeted for renovation and improvement to existing parks. Grants 

range from $7,500 to $150,000 with a minimum 25% local match, with the anticipation that the 

maximum grant amount will increase as revenue from sales of the Recreation Passport also 

increases. 

 

The Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program is funding that deals with the issues of 

prevention, detection, eradication and control for both terrestrial and aquatic invasive species in 

Michigan. The scope of the grant must prevent new invasive species from being introduced, 

strengthen state-wide invasive species early detection and response network, limit the dispersal 

of recently confirmed invasive species and manage and control widespread, long-established 

invasive species. These grants are between $25,000, with a maximum grant amount between 

$60,000 and $400,000.  

 

Clean Vessel Act – Boat Pumpout Grants are available for funding upgrades to marine sewage 

disposal facilities or new pumpouts and dump stations. These grants are available to public and 

private facilities; pending that they are open to the public. Funding that is made available for this 

grant are approximately $200,000.  
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Waterways Program Grant is available for communities to provide both financial and technical 

assistance for design and construction of public recreational boating facilities (including state-

sponsored harbors and mooring facilities). Information that is collected deals with traffic for the 

harbor and the last three financial summaries for the harbor. The amount depends on the base 

amount for the project; the grant normally provides 50% of the estimated project cost.  

 

Boating Infrastructure Grant is also offered from the MDNR providing federal assistance for 

the design and construction of public recreational harbor facilities. Grant funds are used to cover 

75% of the total approved project costs for construction of infrastructure improvements.  

 

State Water Trail Designation Program is a new program that is under the direction of the 

MDNR that will classify certain water trails in communities as state water trails. Partnering 

groups and organizations would be vital in supporting the community in pursing the grant. 

Funding sources are still being reviewed and analyzed; but funding is expected to be finalized in 

2019.  

 

Other DNR grants include specialized opportunities such as the Urban and Community 

Forestry (UCF) program, funded through the USDA Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry 

program and the Water Trail Designation Program. Local units of government, nonprofit 

organizations and schools are eligible to apply. Projects include street and park tree 

management and planning activities; urban forestry training and education events; tree 

plantings; and Arbor Day celebrations. 

 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Grants: 

Funding sources in the MDEQ are available through the Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) 

program. Funding is used to secure and provide protection for water and coastline areas to 

prevent contamination and erosion control. Some of the grants available include the Waterfront 

Redevelopment Grant, which deals with increasing public access to the waterfront and 

supporting economic development in areas. Another grant through the MDEQ are Coastal and 

Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP) Grant which deals with coastal areas, 

protecting rare and threatened species and natural communities. Maximum grants are capped 

at $1,500,000 with no minimum grant requirement. The Coastal Zone Management (CZM) 

Grant is available to those communities with direct Great Lakes access. The total grant funds 

available are not to exceed $100,000, with an equal match from the community. 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 

Projects eligible for CDBG funding must be in a low-moderate income service area and/or 

provide access to the disabled to qualify. Investments using CDBG funds must provide a 

documented benefit to low-moderate income households. Projects eligible for funding include 

public infrastructure improvements and those that provide ADA accessibility.  
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MEDC Patronicity Crowd Funding 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) has developed an additional way of 

securing funding for community development projects by using crowdfunding to support 

developments. Communities, non-profits, and municipalities can submit projects by applying to 

the Patronicity campaign. The projects that meet the programs parameters and successfully 

crowd-fund their goal will receive a matching grant from the MEDC of up to $50,000.  

Donations 

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations and individuals will often 

contribute to recreation and other improvement programs to benefit the communities in which 

they are located. Private sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the 

donation of land, the provision of volunteer services or the contribution of equipment or facilities.  

Michigan Natural Resources Tree Planting Grants 

Through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, there are three tree planting, grant 

programs that will assist in funding landscape enhancements at the park and reforesting 

projects. Applicants must provide at least 50% of the total project cost. 

 

Conservation Easements 

A conservation easement is a method of preserving open space that is guaranteed through 

formal documentation. Rather than obtaining fee simple or complete ownership, an organization 

or community can purchase or acquire by gift an 'easement' to the property. 

Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships 

Reduced funding at the public and private sector has created a need for various partnerships 

between public and private entities, as well as between two or more public entities to 

accommodate specialized large-scale recreation demands. 

Foundations 

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity established as a mechanism through which land, 

cash and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services. The assets 

are disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a predetermined plan. 

 

These grant funding opportunities can be accessed through the Michigan Foundation Directory. 
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Appendix D Community Grant Application 

The Iosco County Community Grant Program was established by the Iosco County Parks and 

Recreation Commission to assist local units of government and other organizations eligible by 

State Statue in improving their community parks and recreation opportunities. Grants will be 

awarded by the Iosco County Parks and Recreation Commission throughout the year. The 

maximum grant award shall be $25,000.00 per year per organization based upon a rolling 

calendar year. All work must be completed, and invoices submitted, and the project inspected 

before funds will be disbursed. A project budget must be submitted including detailed cost of the 

project and all sources of funds to be used to fund the project. Please also include the estimated 

amount of any in-kind services provided by your organization such as labor, equipment use, etc. 

Questions regarding the grant application can be directed to the Iosco County Parks and 

Recreation Commission at (989) 362-4212. 

• Date of Application   

• Name of Governmental Unit/Eligible Organization   

• Address   

• Contact Person   

• Contact Person's Telephone Number   

• Location/Address of Proposed Project   

• Purpose Of Proposed Funding requested (Use additional pages if necessary to explain the 

purpose of this project'         

         

          

• Timeline for Completion of the Project    

• Please provide a drawing of the project site and/or other substantiating documentation 

relating to this project. (Use additional pages as necessary) 

• Are Permits Required for this Project? Yes No 

If yes please provide information regarding these permits (DNR, EGLE, USES, County 

Zoning, etc.) along with the current status of those permit requests. 

• Please provide any additional information that may be helpful in support of this project. 
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Appendix E 2022 and 2023 Budgets  
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Appendix F Copy of Public Notice  
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Appendix G Adoption Documentation 







 

 

February 15, 2023      

 

                                                                                                                                                       

THIS BEING THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IOSCO COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS ON February 15, 2023 PURSUANT TO SCHEDULE.  PARTICIPATION VIA 

ZOOM AND IN PERSON. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This being the regular session, the meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman O’Farrell. 

 

Commissioners Present in person:  Robert W. Huebel, III (District 1), Terry Dutcher (District 2),  

Charles Finley (District 3), Brian Loeffler (District 4),  

Jay O’Farrell (District 5) 

 

 Commissioners Absent:  None. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

Dutcher motions and Loeffler seconds. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES – February 1, 2023  

 

Dutcher motions and Loeffler seconds. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES – February 1, 2023  

 

Dutcher motions and Finley seconds. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS   

 

Gloria Brooks, Develop Iosco President – Develop Iosco Annual Report 

 

Information Only 

 

Public Hearing – Adoption of the 5-Year Master Recreation Plan                           2023-022 

433drs
Polygon



 

 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director – 125th Anniversary  

of the Michigan Association of Counties                 2023-023 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director – Appointment of  

Roger Houthoofd to the Economic Development Commission              2023-024 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Jamie Carruthers-Soboleski, County Controller/Finance Director – Accept the Bid  

for the Annex Roof Project                   2023-025 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Nancy Huebel, County Clerk – Establishing Authorized Signatories for MERS Contacts  

and Service Credit Purchase Approvals               2023-026a 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Nancy Huebel, County Clerk – MERS Participation Agreement                      2023-026b 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Scott Frank, Iosco County Sheriff – Purchase a 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe            2023-027 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Approve the Salaries and Per Diems for the Month of February 2023             2023-028 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Approve the Statutory Finance Committee Minutes of February 1, 2023 as presented                 2023-029 

433drs
Polygon



 

 

 

Carried on the following roll call:  Ayes:  Huebel, Dutcher, Finley, Loeffler, and O’Farrell.            

Nays:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: None. Vacant: None  

 

Finley – 911 Meeting 

 

Huebel – Cedar Lake Improvement Board with comments from Carruthers-Soboleski. 

 

Dutcher – NEMCOG Meeting. 

 

Loeffler – ITC Meeting. EDC Meeting. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Finley – Commissioners for Compression at the Eagle’s in Hale on 2/18/2023 from 9 am to 5 pm. Camp 

911 at Goodar Township is on July 8, 2023. 911 Board Meeting – Signs for the Community to learn hands 

on CPR. 

 

Huebel – Metal Detector – Shooting at MSU. Doesn’t bother him to go through the metal detector here.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Dutcher – Cathy Wusterbarth – Will be addressed in the Committee of the Whole. It is regarding PFAS. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The business for the day having been addressed, meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m. until 9:30 a.m.  

March 1, 2023. Motioned by Dutcher and seconded by Finley. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Huebel             Donald J. O’Farrell 

County Clerk             Chairman  

        





















 

This communication contains privileged or confidential information intended exclusively for the use of the Person(s) or Entity named above.  
If the reader of this cover page is not the intended Recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please telephone (collect) the Sender immediately.  Thank 
you very much. 

 

 

 
 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
 

TO: Iosco County Planning Commission DATE: 4-6-23 

 PO Box 778 

 

JOB NO.: 22c0147 

 Tawas City, MI 48764 RE: 5 Year Rec Plan 

Attn: Clerk Shipped via:  By 10:30am next business day 

 By end of next business day 

 Standard delivery 

cc:       If shipping via UPS please 

provide Recipient's Phone No. 

(989) 362-4212 

  

WE ARE SENDING YOU: 

  Attached  Under separate cover via       

 

COPIES DATE NO DESCRIPTION 

1 April 2023     Iosco County 5 Year Recreation Plan 

                      

                      

                      

 

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED: 

 For your use  As requested  Other:        
 

REMARKS:   

Note the attached copy of the County's 5 Year Recreation Plan for your records 

 

 Signed: _______________________________ 
Doug Schultz, Sr Project Manager 
      



 

This communication contains privileged or confidential information intended exclusively for the use of the Person(s) or Entity named above.  
If the reader of this cover page is not the intended Recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please telephone (collect) the Sender immediately.  Thank 
you very much. 

 

 

 
 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
 

TO: East Michigan Council of Govmt DATE: 4-6-23 

 3144 Davenport Ave Suite 200 JOB NO.: 22c0147 

 Saginaw MI 48602 RE: 5 Year Rec Plan 

Attn: Clerk Shipped via:  By 10:30am next business day 

 By end of next business day 

 Standard delivery 

cc:       If shipping via UPS please 

provide Recipient's Phone No. 

      

  

WE ARE SENDING YOU: 

  Attached  Under separate cover via       

 

COPIES DATE NO DESCRIPTION 

1 April 2023     Iosco County 5 Year Recreation Plan 

                      

                      

                      

 

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED: 

 For your use  As requested  Other:        
 

REMARKS:   

Note the attached copy of the County's 5 Year Recreation Plan for your records 

 

 Signed: _______________________________ 
Doug Schultz, Sr Project Manager 
      


