FAQs

Van Etten Lake—Lake Level

HEARING TO AMEND LAKE LEVEL ORDER AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING

Why did | receive multiple notices?

You are receiving a notice for a Circuit Court
Hearing and a notice for a Special
Assessment Hearing. These are two separate
proceedings that will occur on two separate
dates and locations.

The purpose of the Court proceeding is to
make some minor amendments to Van Etten
Lake's lake level order to ensure the correct
laoke levels are in the order, memorialize the
lake's drawdown in the order consistent with
historical practice, and to update the lake
level special assessment district so it contains
the correct benefitting parcels. The purpose of
the special assessment hearing is to hold a
hearing to assess costs related to the lake level
control structure for maintenance as well as to
fund the necessary updates to the lake level
order.

Why is the timeline between the Circuit Court
hearing and Special Assessment hearing so
soon?

Because the Circuit Court hearing is
September 2, 2025, to ensure the special
assessment is on the 2025 winter tax roll, the
hearing must occur relatively close to the
Circuit Court hearing. The special assessment
hearing does not occur during the court

hearing.
What is a legally established lake level?

Part 307 of Michigan’s Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act allows circuit

courts to establish lake levels for inland lakes
to, among other things, benefit property
owners and preserve Michigan's natural
resources. Van Etten Lake has had court
ordered lake level under Part 307 for decades.

What is a special assessment district?

A special assessment district is an area of land
designated to receive special assessments for
a particular benefit received from certain
public projects, like lake levels.

What is my assessment amount?

Your estimated assessment amount s
available on your special assessment hearing
notice.

Do | have to attend the special assessment
hearing or court hearing?

No; however, it is your right to do so.
How can I get more information?

A recorded webinar about these hearings and
additional information will be posted on the
losco County Drain Commissioner’s website at
www.iosco.net/drain-commissioner/notices/

You may also call (989) 200-3512 or email
ioscolakelevels@gmail.com. When contacting
us, please include your name, address, phone
number, and the lake hame. We will be glad
to answer any questions, and all calls and
emails will be returned in the order in
which they are received.

You may also join the webinar mentioned
above live at 12PM, August 11, using this link:
hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89920633202
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