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Instructions: As you may recall, the Iosco Circuit Court revised the special assessment district 

boundary of benefitting properties for the Van Etten Lake lake level on September 2, 2025. The 

Drain Commissioner has prepared this survey to try to understand stakeholder thoughts on Van 

Etten Lake’s lake levels and drawdown dates.  

You may also complete the survey electronically by scanning the QR code in your notice. If you 

choose to fill out the physical form, please email or mail your completed form at the information 

below by March 2, 2026: 

EMAIL: ioscolakelevels@gmail.com 

MAIL: Van Etten Lake – Lake Level 

4151 Okemos Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

 

Please complete the survey below to assist the Drain Commissioner with further understanding the 

conditions of Van Etten Lake. If you do not know an answer to a question, kindly leave the answer 

blank.  

1. Name:                                                               , 

2. Phone number:                                     , 

3. Email:                                                               , 

4. Mailing address:                                                                                                         , 

5. Van Etten Lake address (if different than mailing address): 

                                                                                                        , 

6. Parcel ID:                                                                , 

7. Please indicate how you use your Van Etten Lake property. 

 Full-time resident 

 Full-time resident, except winter 

 Summer or seasonal resident 

 Commercial property owner 

 Vacant landowner 

 Rental 

 Other (please explain) 

i.                                                                                                        , 

8. How long have you owned your Van Etten Lake property? ___________ years 

9. What is your impression of the winter lake level of Van Etten Lake? 

 The winter level is too high 

 The winter level is acceptable 

 The winter level is not needed 

 Unsure/No opinion  

10. In your opinion, does the current winter lake level help control spring runoff? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Unsure/No opinion 
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11. Have you experienced spring flooding on your property related to the lake levels? 

 Yes 

 No 

12. In your opinion, does the winter lake level help prevent ice damage? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Unsure/No opinion 

13. Have you experienced ice damage to your property related to the lake levels? 

 Yes 

 No  

14. Do you want a winter drawdown on Van Etten Lake? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Unsure/No opinion 

15. Overall, how satisfied are you with the current winter lake level management? 

 Very satisfied 

 Somewhat satisfied 

 Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  

 Somewhat dissatisfied  

 Very dissatisfied 

16. What is your impression of the current winter lake level drawdown date for Van Etten 

Lake? 

 The drawdown date is right on time 

 The drawdown date is too early 

 The drawdown date is too late 

 Unsure/No opinion  

17. On what date does the drawdown typically begin (to your knowledge)? 

 Specific date:                       , 

 Not sure  

18. Would an earlier drawdown date impact your personal use of the lake? 

 Yes – positively 

 Yes – negatively 

 No impact 

 Unsure 

19. Would an earlier drawdown date with a smaller drawdown amount impact your use of the 

lake? 

 Yes – positively 

 Yes – negatively 

 No impact 

 Unsure 
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20. Do you support changing the current drawdown date? 

 Yes  

 No  

 Unsure  

21. How do you feel about the current drawdown amount? 

 The drawdown amount is too much 

 The drawdown amount is acceptable 

 The drawdown amount is not enough 

 Unsure/No opinion  

22. If the drawdown date must be changed, would a smaller drawdown amount help address 

property owner concerns (such as flooding and lake usage)? 

 Yes 

 No 

 Unsure  

23. In your opinion, does the drawdown impact wildlife in the area? 

 Yes – positively 

 Yes – negatively 

 No impact 

 Unsure 

24. In your opinion, does the drawdown impact the salmon and later, Steelhead spawning run 

on Van Etten Creek? 

 Yes – positively 

 Yes – negatively 

 No impact 

 Unsure 

25. In your opinion, does the drawdown impact duck hunting on or near Van Etten Lake? 

 Yes – positively 

 Yes – negatively 

 No impact 

 Unsure 

26. Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: I am concerned that 

adjusting the lake level will negatively impact the wildlife population, vegetation, and/or 

wetlands near Van Etten Lake. 

 Strongly agree 

 Agree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Disagree 

 Strongly disagree 
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27. What do you believe is the most important benefit of keeping the drawdown the same? 

                                                                                                                                          , 

                                                                                                                                          , 

                                                                                                                                          , 

                                                                                                                                          , 

 

28. Please share any additional comments or questions. 

29.                                                                                                                                           , 

30.                                                                                                                                           , 

31.                                                                                                                                           , 

32.                                                                                                                                           , 

 


